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(d) No alteration to existing Act. Clause 25: This clause is contained in
A repairer's license and
a manufacturer's license are pro-
vided for in the existing Act as
one license. This Bill enables a
separate license for a repairer and
another for a manufacturer.

(g) No alteration to the current Act.

Clause i17 is an entirely new provision
and the issue of temporary licenses under
this section covers various needs which in-
clude licenses for guided hunting tours, a
tourist attraction now becoming Popular
in the north of this State.

Clause 18 covers licensing procedures.

Clause 19:
under section
this proposed
the Penalties.

The licensing offences are
12 of the existing Act but

section more clearly defines

Clause 20: Revocations are more clearly
defined in this Bill.

Clause 21. dealing with restrictions.
limitations, and conditions, is new and is
not contained in the current Act. Res-
trictions, limitations, and conditions are
considered essential in present-day con-
trol of firearms and the penalties for
breaching this type of license are con-
sidered realistic.

Clause 22: Appeals are contained in sub-
section (3) of section 10 of the current Act
and In regulation 34. No major alterations
have been made, but this Bill limits time
for an appeal and specifies that the de-
cision of the magistrate is final and not
subject to a further appeal and shall be
given effect to according to its tenor.

Clause 23: This Proposed clause, dealing
with offences, is currently provided for
under section 12 of the existing Act.'However, it is more clearly defined in this
clause, with additional information. Drugs
are not included in the existing Act, and
a new addition in this Bill is the provision
for a penalty against a person permitting
another person who is intoxicated or under
the influence of drugs to have possession of
a firearm. Also, penalties have been in-
creased in some instances and are more
realistic for present-day conditions.

Clause 24: This clause is contained in
section 11 of the existing Act. However,
powers of police are more lenient in this
Bill, particularly with regard to a member
of the force. without a warrant, seizing a
firearm from a person, If In his opinion
that person, at the time, is not a fit and
proper person to be In possession of It,
notwithstanding that the firearm is licens-
ed and the person Possesses a license. This
covers those instances where police are
called to domestic disturbances and the
person Is intoxicated or in a temporary fit
of temper, bordering on insanity, and is in
possession of a firearm and likely to cause
injury at the time.

(e)
(f)

section 12A of the existing Act and there
are no Maj .or changes. However, the pro-
visions are more clearly defined in the
Bill.

Clause 26: This clause is identical with
section 13 of the existing Act.

Clause 27?: This clause is identical with
section 17 of the existing Act.

Clause 28: This clause is similar to sec-
tion 16 of the existing Act except for minor
adjustment in the wording. However, the
intent is the same.

Clause 29: This clause is similar to sec-
tion 15 of the existing Act but is more
clearly defined.

Clause 30: This clause regulates sales
of ammunition.

Clause 31: This clause regulates the
keeping of records.

Clause 32: This clause Provides for the
safe-keeping of firearms and ammunition
by traders.

Clause 33: This clause is identical with
section 11A of the present Act.

Clause 34: This clause is similar to sec-
tion 18 of the existing Act but with wider
coverage.

An overhaul of the present Act was need-
ed and it is expected that this Bill will
fulfil that need.

The Opposition has asked whether this
Bill could be postponed for some days to
enable members to have a close look at it,
in view of the fact that it will almost
amount to a new Act. I am agreeable to
that course of action being taken. I com-
mend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned until Tuesday, the 10th
April, on motion by The Hon. F. D. Will-
Mott.

HOuse adourned at 10.02 p.m.

Tuesday, the 3rd April, 1973

The SPEAKER (Mr. Norton) took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (19): ON NOTICE
1. MINISTERS OF THE CROWN

Overseas and Interstate Visits

Mr. O'CONNOR, to the Premier:
Will he advise the number of times
his ministers have been-
(a) overseas;
(b) Interstate.
since his Government took office,
and the number of days each has
spent both overseas and inter-
state?
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Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
Over- No. Inter. N.

Nlln~i, ,es &f stote of
kiitsI 'JaYs viits dlay

* I

Nil

Nil

Nil

to

Nil
,Nil
Nil
InZ

Nil
97
40

10

1*

'5

'24
17
33
11)
2

Is
2.5
39
3-2
21)
2.11
3 1
11

If this information is required to
form a basis for criticism of my
Goverrnent, the Member would
be well advised to make a com-
parison with similar information
regarding visits overseas and
Interstate of Ministers during the
life of the previous Government,
before he proceeds.

HEALTH
"At Risk" Register

Mr. A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Health:

Will he cause to be established an
"at risk" register so that excep-
tional children may be listed
thereby providing the Government
with valuable data for forward
planning?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
The department has no proposals
along these lines.

HOUSING
Narrogin and Bunbury: Applicants
Mr. W. A. MANNING, to the Minister
for Housing:
(1) As in reply to question 39 on 26th

March it is stated that in Narro-
gin there are three vacant houses
all under maintenance and there
are no suitable applicants for
houses, will he check the figure
regarding applicants?

(2) As the figures for Bunbury show
62 vacant houses with 56 applI-
canits, what brought about the
large number of vacant houses if
the "vacancy rate" test is applied
as in other areas?

Mr. BICKERTON replied:
By way of explanation, the head-
ing of column 4 of the answer
given to question 39, item 4. of
the 28th March, 1973, should
read :-"Surplus vacant houses".
(1) At Narro gin, there are three

vacant houses under mainten-
ance and there are twenty-six
outstanding applicants.

Ho's. Prenier
ilon. Graharii
H... T.i1)iFsre .
Hon. Titoips,,
Hon. lhoapn
lBon. Ma.y
Lion. J~aiont
Boo. It. It. Evans~
liH..ave
lion. Blekerteon
lion. Taylor
Hon. Blui,,

5.

6.

LAW REFORM COMMITTEE
Matters under Consideration

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Attorney-
General:

Would he please list the subject
matters which are currently con-
sidered by the Law Reform Com-
mittee?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
Projects on hand as at 30th March,
1973 are tabled for the informa-
tion of the member. The honour-
able member is reminded that the
Law Reform Committee has now
been converted to a commission.

The list of projects was tabled (see
paper No. 89).

IMMIGRATION
Bricklayers

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Immigration:
(1) Is it a fact that upon request of

the Clay Brick Manufacturers As-
sociation it was agreed to endea-
vour to bring ten bricklayer
tradesmen immigrants to West-
ern Australia each month from the
United Kingdom?

(2) How many bricklayers arrived
from the United Kingdom each
month since September, 1972?

(2) At Bunbury, the commission
has sixty-two vacant residen-
tial units of which three units
are under offer to applicants,
and four units are under
maintenance, and these will
be offered to applicants.
The remaining fifty-five units
are also available for offer to
the two hundred and three
outstanding applicants. In
this context. I must point out
that in BunburY there is a
high rate of decline by appli-
cants who do not wish to be
accommodated in apartments
and duplex houses.

4. CITY BEACH AND SWANBOURNE
HIGH SCHOOLS

Enrolmnents

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Education,

What is the number of students
enrolled at the-
(a) City Beach high school;
(b) Swanbiourne high school?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
(a) 844.
(b) 752.
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Mr. TAYLOR replied: (2) (a) If so. with what result;
(1) Submissions regarding the short-

age of bricklayers were received
from the Housing Industry Asso-
elation, Master Builders Associa-
tion, Claybrick Manufacturers'
Association and several building
companies.
On 31st October, 1972, it was
agreed to endeavour to bring ten
bricklayer tradesmen immigrants
to Western Australia from the
United Kingdom each month.

(2) Bricklayer arrivals from the
United Kingdom are as follows-
1972:

September-I
October-i
November-I
Dccember-2

1913:
January-1
February-2
March-4

7. ANGLICAN CHILDREN'S HOME
Prisoner Accommodation

Mr. RUSHTON. to the Premier:
(1) Has he now replied to the Coogee

Beach Progress association submis-
sion expressing objections to hous-
ing prisoners in the former Angli-
can children's home?

(2) What action has he taken to as-
suage the Coogee residents' con-
cern?

Mr. J. T1. TONKIN replied:
(1) and (2) There have been a num-

ber of letters referred to the De-
partment of Corrections and a
number received direct by the
same department regarding this
matter. The department had this
work release scheme under con-
stant review during this period
and has been consulting with the
Public Works Department regard-
ing the site.
The department is currently re-
considering the feasibility of utilis-
ing the Coogee site, and all letters
will be replied to when this report
is available. Consideration is be-
ing given to the points of objection
raised by the Coogee Beach Pro-
gress Association.

8. LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Sound Equipment Installation

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Speaker:
(1) Since making the statement in the

House on Tuesday, 21st March,
1972 that he would ask the Min-
ister for Works to install an
amplifier system in the Chamber,
has there been any further devel-
opment?

(b) if not, will he say when some
action will be taken?

The SPEAKER replied:
(1) No.
(2) (a) See answer to (1).

(b) The Minister has advised that
he has requested a study to
be made of the feasibility and
cost of providing an amplify-
ing system to the Chamber.
The information will be
passed on to me immediately
it is available.

9. SEWERAGE

Manduralt

Mr. RUNCIMAN, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) To what extent is the Govern-

ment involved in assisting the
Mandurah Shire Council in its
deep sewerage scheme?

(2) Can he give details of this assist-
ance?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
(1) The State Government is actually

carrying out the construction of
the Mandurah sewerage scheme
under the Provisions of the
Country Towns Sewerage Act.

(2) The funds for this work are being
raised by the local authority by
virtue of its borrowing powers.
However, in line with other
country towns elsewhere in the
State, the State Government will
service the loans and on the com-
pletion of the scheme, will be re-
sponsible for its operation and
maintenance.

10. GOVERNMENT AND NON-
GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS

Grants

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Would he Please list the items

(other than the cash grants based
on section 913 of the Education
Act) and their yearly estimated
(or established, if available) cost
for 1973 of all State Government
assistance to-
(a) primary schools;
(b) secondary schools,
which are included in the total of
State grant being 20% of the
national average cost of educating
a student in a Government school?
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(2) Would he advise the estimated
(or established if available) num-
ber of students in non-Govern-
ment-
(a) primary schools;
(b) secondary schools,
being the basis of calculating the
total and per capita grants within
the 2D%-20% aid scheme?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
(1)

7ext WOWk Supply or artmnk
School stocks .
Subslidies

Total

* 126,000
* 2,000

'227,000

84,000)
4,000

218,000
12.

(2) Primary-25,581.
Secondary-16,949.

1. DEVELOPMENT

British Steel Industry: Representations

Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Minister
for Development and Decentralisation:
<1) Is he aware of the United Kingdom

decision to modernise and revamp
its steel industry with a £UK3,OOO
million programme?

(2) (a) What representations have
been made, and when, by him
or his ministerial colleagues to
influence British Steel Cor-
poration to undertake part of
their modernising operations
in Western Australia either
alone, or as a joint venturer
with parties interested in
joining together to produce
large tonnages of semi-finish-
ed steel in Western Australia
mainly for export to northern
hemisphere countries;

(b) what has been the result of
any such representations;

(c) if representations have not
been made to British Steel
Corporation, why were they
not made in view of the im-
portance of endeavouring to
retain British Steel Corpora-
tion as a joint venturer in any
major semi-finished steel
export project?

Mr. GRAHAM replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) (a) Purposeful discussions are
proceeding with joint ven-
turers interested in producing
large quantities of semi-finish-
ed steel in Western Australia
for export to northern hemis-
phere countries.

Broken Hill Proprietary Co.
Ltd. has stated its interest in
participating in such a venture
and is in constant communi-
cation with the British Steel
Corporation and steel com-
panies in Europe, North
America and Japan,

(b) We anticipate a decision will
be made very shortly by a
very strong joint venture
group to proceed with a full
scale feasibility study of a
Jumbo steel Plant to be built
in Western Australia,

(c) Answered by (a).

OIL AND NATURAL GAS
Farm-in and Farm-out Areas

Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Minister
for Mines:
(1) What are the procedures under

current Commonwealth and State
legislation or dealing with appli-
cations for and approval of
farm-ins and farm-outs for
petroleum areas (including natural
gas) both onshore and offshore?

(2) is it possible for the Common-
wealth Government to approve a
farm-in or farm-out in other
than Commonwealth territory,
without prior State re commenda -
tion and approval?

Mr. MAY replied:
(1) Agreements affecting off-shore

petroleum titles come within the
ambit of section 81 of the Petro-
leumi (Submerged Lands) Acts of
the State and the Commonwealth.
When an application for the
registration of an agreement is
made to the Department of Mines,
a copy of the agreement is re-
ferred, Pursuant to clause 11 of
the Commonwelth/State Agree-
ment dated the 16th October,
1967, to the Commonwealth De-
partment of Minerals and Energy
for consideration.
When making a final decision on
the application the designated
authority takes into account the
requirements of the Common -
wealth in respect of Its responsi-
bilities under the Constitution.
Agreements aff ecting on-shore
Petroleum titles Come within the
ambit of section 75 of the State
Petroleum Act, 1967.
An application for the registration
of an agreement is dealt with by
the Minister without any reference
to the Commonwealth, because the
Commonwealth is not involved.
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(2) The authority to approve or refuse
an application for registration of
an agreement rests with the
designated authority, but except
insofar as the Commonwealth has
informed the State that it is not
necessary to do so, the State has
an obligation to first consult with
the Commonwealth, and to accept
and give effect to any requirement
of the Commonwealth on any
matter that comes within the
expressed "responsibilities" (clause
11 of the Commonwealth/State
agreement refers) of the Corn-
monwesith,
Used here:*
"Agreement (s) " means farm-in

and farm-out agreements.
"Petroleum" includes oil and gas.

TRANSPORT
Livestock: Overloading

Mr. I. W. MANNING, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Trans-
port:
(1) Whet number of carriers trans-

porting livestock have been prose-
cuted for overloading dur-ing the
periods-
(a) 31st March, 1972 to 30th

September, 1972;
(b) 30th September, 1972 to 31st

March, 1973?
(2) Because of the difficulty of ac-

curately assessing the weight of a
load of livestock, is there a degree
of tolerance shown and, if so. to
what extent?

(3) Have any approaches been made
to the Government to extend the
degree of to)lerance and, if so,
with what result?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:

(1) (a) 10.
(b) 34. plus 17 pending.

(2) Yes. 5% of "Loadometer" read-
ing plus a reasonable adminis-
trative tolerance where weighing
facilities are not available to the
operattor. it is not desirable to
publicise the extent of adminis-
trative tolerances as these then
tend to become the norm.

(3) A deputation representative of
farmers and stock carriers dis-
cussed the question with the Com-
missioner of Main Roads on 4th
January. 1973, and an assurance
was given that an examination
would be made. This examina-
tion, which is expected to extend
over a period of months, is con-
tinuing.

14. SEX SHOP
Closure

Dr. DADOTUf, to the Premier:
(1) Is the sex shop closed as promised?
(2) If so, on what date?
(3) If not, why has he not kept his

promise seeing Parliament passed
the Indecent Publications Bill in
the last session?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by (1).
(3) A number of prosecutions have

been undertaken under the Inde-
cent Publications Act. However,
many articles for sale in the shop
are not covered by this Act.

15. FRIENDLY SOCIETIES
PHARMACIES

Expansion

Dr. DADOUR, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Has he completed negotiations on

the question of expansion of
friendly societies pharmacies?

(2) If "No" in what year does he hope
to do so?

(3) If "Yes" to (1), does he still intend
to introduce legislation to expand
friendly societies pharmacies?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
(1) to (3) Unfortunately I doubt If

,,negotiations" on this question
could ever be considered com-
pleted. I get regular approaches
from interested parties. At a con-
venient time I will be considering
the representations made and re-
ferring same to Cabinet. If neces-
sary, legislation will follow.

16. TECHNICAL AND TERTIARY
EDUCATION

Commonwealth Grants and Allowances

Mr. McPHARLIN, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) In the field of technical education

what is the basis of distribution of
finance between States for the
proposed unmatched capital grants
from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment?

(2) What is the amount available to
Western Australia?

(3) What is the allocation by the
Commonwealth Government for
the training of dental therapists
in western Australia?

13.

554



(Tuesday, 3 April, 1973155

(4) What is the amount provided by
the Commonwealth Government to
assist needy students in tertiary
institutions?

(5) What are the terms under which
needy students at the Western
Australian Institute of Technology
and the University will be able to
obtain loans or grants from the
funds provided?

(U) Are these funds to be allocated to
State Governments for distribu-
tion, or direct to the Institutions
for administration and manage-
ment?
I might add that I assume the
same situation will apply to the
Murdoch University when It is
opened.

(7) How much money is it expected
will be spent in Western Australia
as Payment of allowances to stu-
dents and of fees to Institutions?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
(1) The States Grants (Technical

Training) Act 1971 does not
specify the basis of allocation. The
schedule lists actual grants to
each State and these amounts indi-
cate a relationship to population.

(2) $2,870,000.
(3) The allocation by the Common-

wealth Government in the 1973/75
triennium for the training of
dental therapists in Western Aus-
tralia is approximately $132,7150
for recurrent expenditure. A sub-
mission for additional recurrent
funds of $315,300 and capital
funds of $106,400 to enable the
Intake of students in the Western
Australian Institute of Techno-
logy's dental therapy course to be
increased in the present triennium
has been made to the Common-
wealth.

(4) The Commonwealth Government
has announced that $3 million will
be made available In the form of
loans or grants to assist needy
students in tertiary education
institutions In Australia.

(5) Assistance in the form of grants
or loans to students is determined
by the respective University or
college of advanced education on
the basis of individual circumn-
stances, taking into account per-
sonal and family income, and may
be used to pay fees, living allow-
ance or other approved educa-
tional expenses.

<6) Administration and management
of the scheme In Western Aus-
tralia is the responsibility of the

respective institutions-the Uni-
versity of Western Australia,
Western Australian Institute of
Technology-and funds are trans-
mitted to the institutions by the
State Treasury,

(7) The amount of money made avail-
able in Western Australia for the
needy students' scheme is
$243.00 0 (University of Western
Australia $147,000; Western Aus-
tralian Institute of Technology
$96,000).-
More than half this sum has been
allocated already as grants and
loans to students. However, it is
expected that some funds will
need to be retained by the insti-
tutions concerned in order to
meet requests for assistance from
needy students during the re-
mainder of 1973 and in future
years.

1. TEACHING HOSPITALS
Expenditure of Loan Funds

Dr. DADOUR, to the Minister for
Health:

Would he please itemise how each
of the teaching hospitals disposed
of their loan funds in the past
12 months and proposed in the
ensuing 12 months, showing each
item and cost thereof?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
It appears the Member may mis-
understand the arrangements for
loan fund expenditure.

Loan funds are not paid to various
hospitals for them to use as they
think fit. These funds are con-
trolled by the Public Works De-
partment and the Medical Depart-
ment and all payments are made
by those departments on works
which are in the approved capital
works programme.

Attached are figures showing the
expenditure for the year 1971/72
and that expected in 1972/73 for
the Perth Medical Centre, the
Royal Perth Hospital and the Fre-
mantle Hospital. These are the
only teaching hospitals Upon which
loan funds have been expended or
are currently being expended.

It is not possible to give informa-
tion on the proposed expenditures
in 1973/74 because the loan fund
programme for the State has not
been determined.
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18. LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUN-
DARIES COMMISSION

Metropolitan Municipalities:
Investigation

Dr. DADOUR. to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Local Govern-
ment:

By his answer to question 18 of
Wednesday, 28th March, 1973 re
terms of reference for the recent
local government boundaries com-
mission investigations of the
metropolitan Municipalities, am
I correct in my interpretation that
there were no terms of reference?

Mr. TAYLOR replied:
This question is not understood.
The basis of the reference was
described in the answer on Wed-
nesday, 28th March. If the above
question is designed to ascertain if
the Local Government Boundaries
Commission was limited in the
scope of its investigation, the ans-
wer is no.

19. PRICES CONTROL
In creases, and Commodities Affected

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Consumer Protection:
(1) Expressed as a percent~age, using

30th June, 1971 as a base, what
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months following-
(a) in price of groceries;
(b) in cost of water:
(c) in cost of electricity:
(d) in cost of other service due to

increases of fees introduced by
the Government?

(2) Which commodities are presently
price controlled, in full, or parti-
ally, by the Government?

(3) Is he. or the Minister for Agri-
culture. presently controlling the
price of eggs?

(4) What consideration is at present
being given to the egg producers
claim or a price change?

(5) Will he have the Consumer Pro-
tection Authority research and
report to Parliament upon the
effectiveness, advantages and dis-
advantages of-
(a) selective price control:
(b) price control by freeze of

prices, wages and Government
charges;

(c) alternative ways and means
and ensuring adequate supply
to match demand, at best
possible prices?

Mr. TAYLOR replied:
(1) (a) Percentage price change in

twenty-two grocery items in
the period June 1971 to March
1973. (Source The Grocers'
and Storekeepers' Journal".)
The journal prices used are
based on manufacturers' prices
plus mark-ups, and normally
supermarket Prices are below
these, although I believe the
percentage Increases are
probably of a similar order in
supermarkets.

41,:;1;
170 5t1A)
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(b) The concession rate rose 12%
(i.e. rates paid before 30th
November)
The normal rate rose 9.1 %
(i.e. rates not Paid before 30th
November).

(c) Metropolitan domestic charges
rose 20%. This rise occurred
on 1st November, 1971.

(d) This information is not
available.

(2) Some lines of bread prices are
fully controlled. Milk and egg
prices are fully controlled by mar-
keting boards. Lamb, potatoes,
barley, oats and linseed prices are
partially controlled by marketing
boards.

(3) Neither. Full statutory authority
for varying egg prices rests with
the Egg Marketing Board.

(4) To be referred to the Minister for
Agriculture.

(5) (a) to (c) Such research and in-
vestigation is not considered to be
a function of the Consumer Pro-
tection Bureau. Additionally from
a staff ing point of view it would
not be possible for them to do it.

QUESTIONS (12). WITHOUT NOTICE
1. GOVERNOR OF WESTERN

AUSTRALIA
Successor

Sir CHARLES COURT. to the Premier:
(1) Has the Government made a de-

cision on whether-
(a) a new Governor will he ap-

pointed to follow on when Sir
Douglas Kendrew's term of
office expires?

(1,) a Lieutenant-Governor will
fulfil the duties instead of a
Governor and, if so, Is a new
Lieutenant-Governor to be
appointed?

(2) Is the Government contemplating
a changed use for Government
House-including ballroom-and
its grounds?

(3) if decisions have not been made
about (1) and (2), when Is final-
ity expected?

(4) Will he give an assurance that,
before any decision on the future
use of Government House-Includ-
ing ballroom-and its grounds, is
made, Parliament will be given
ample opportunity to express
itself on a specific motion or Bill?

(5) What procedures-both adminis-
trative and legislative-are neces-
sary before the future and use
of Government House-including
ballroom-and its grounds, can be
changed?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) (a) No.

(b) No.
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

No.
At the appropriate time.
See answer to (5).
The land concerned is a Class "A"
reserve, more than half of which
Is vested in the Minister for
Lands. The sanction of Parlia-
ment would be required before the
purpose of the present grant could
be changed.

2. TRADE UNIONS
Blackmail and Intimidation: Allegations

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Labour:
(1) Has he read in The West Austra-

Zion of the 31st March1 1973, the
statement by the Federal Minister
for Labour of his intention to
allow State branches of Federal
unions to be registered In State
industrial courts?

(2) Will this allow an extension of the
present extensive union pressures
on employers and employees?

(3) As many members of the public
are very apprehensive of disclos-
ing threats received from unions
because of the real fear of retal-
ation-
(a) when is the inquiry into alle-

gations of unions' blackmail
to be held?

(b) who will hold the inquiry?
(c) will provision be made to pro-

tect the public from further
intimidation should they re-
port to the inquiry?

(d) if "Yes" to (c), how will the
inquiry be constituted to en-
sure no further victimisation
takes place?

Mr. TAYLOR replied:
I thank the member for Dale for
some notice of this question. He
was the only one who did give me
sufficient notice of questions with-
out notice that have been asked
of me. The answer is-
(1) Yes. The Federal Minister has

referred to proposals by the
Commonwealth Government
to amend the Commonwealth
Act to overcome problems
raised by the case of Moore
versus Doyle. Regardless of
the result of these proposals
it is of interest to note that in
respect of the most celebrated
case in this State over recent
years-that of the Transport
Workers' Union-no differ-
ence will occur to the existing
Practical situation as the
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union would continue to be
a branch of the Federal
union,

(2) Patterns of industrial behav-
jour either of employers or of
unions are unlikely to alter
significantly by such a move
except that problems involv-
ing Federal-State coverage
are likely to be considerably
eased.

(3) (a) Processes have already
begun and letters are be-
ing prepared to all people
named either in Parlia-
ment or who have written
direct to my office.

(b) Preliminary Inquiries are
being carried out by my
office but it has yet to
be decided whether future
work will be undertaken
by the Crown Law De-
partment or the office of
the Minister for Labour.

(c) and (d) It is believed
that present legislation
both civil and industrial
is adequate.

SEAMEN'S UNION
Fund for North Vietnam: Levy

Mr. O'NEIL, to the Minister for
Labour:
(1) Has he seen the report of further

alleged union blackmail disclosed
by two members of the Seamen's
Union and relating to a forced
contribution of $20 to a fund to
go to North Vietnam?

(2) Does he consider the imposition of
such a compulsory levy to be a
legitimate function of unions?

(3) If, in his view, this is yet another
union activity outside his com-
petence or jurisdiction, will he
take early action to appeal to his
Federal counterpart to take
appropriate steps to thwart this
activity which appears to be an
extension of blackmailing and in-
timidatory tactics currently ram-
pant on the State industrial
scene?

Mr. TAYLOR replied:
I thank the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition for some notice of this
question which was Passed
through to my office at 3.10 p.m.
and did not reach me until 4.00
p~m I have therefore endeavoured
to prepare the answer since I
have been sitting in the Chamber,
and it Is as follows--
(1) Yes.
(2) The powers of unions to man-

age their own affairs are set
out in their constitutions and

rules which are registered
with the appropriate indus-
trial courts. I do not intend
to give an opinion on actions
apparently taken under the
provisions of such documents.

(3) I will acquaint my Federal
counterpart with the news-
paper article.

JOHN FORREST NATIONAL
PARK

Tearooms and Dining Room:
Tenders

Mr. MOILER, to the Minister for
Lands:
(1) Did he see an article in the Week-

end News of Saturday, the 31st
March, regarding the John Forrest
National Park tearooms?

(2) Does he agree that a new facility
of this kind Is required?

(3) Is it proposed to rebuild the tea-
rooms at John Forrest National
Park?

(4) If so. when will tenders for pro-
posals be called?

(5) Will tenders be for tearooms only?
(6) When will a new building be re-

quired to be completed and ready
for use?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes.
(3) Yes.
(4) At the last meeting of the

National Parks Board a decision
to call tenders forthwith was
taken. The appropriate documents
are being prepared.

(5) Tenders for tearooms as well as
a licensed dinilng room will be
called separately. A decision on
the type of facility to be built
will be made on receipt of ten-
ders.

(6) it will be required that the pro-
posed new building be ready for
use at the expiration of the cur-
rent lease of the existing tea-
rooms.

LAPORTE TITANIUM
Eff luent Disposal

Mr. I. W. MANNING. to the Minister
for Works:
(1) Is the ponding method of handl-

ing Laporte effluent working
effectively?

(2) (a) Can he estimate when avail-
able land suitable for ponding
will be used to its limit?

(b) Does this include re-use of
some of the Pond areas--il
they are re-usable after re-
nining unused for a period?
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(3) (a) What effluent treatment and
disposal studies are being
undertaken and how are they
progressing?

(b) When is finality expected on
current studies?

(e) Are these studies being under-
taken Jointly by the company
and the Government, or are
there separate Government
and company studies and/or
studies by additional parties?

(d) Is there any market prospect
for substances in the effluent
if they can be extracted in a
practical way and, if so, what
are the products, the likely
markets, and economics?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
(1) to (3) I did have some notice of

this question, but unfortunately,
because some of the information
requested is not readily available
to my department, I will have to
ask the honourable member to put
his question on the notice paper.

ELEVATORS
Sale Operation

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Labour:
(1) Is he aware of the problem being

experienced with regard to the
safe operation of elevators in city
buildings?

(2) If so, for how long has he been
aware?

(3) is the dispute subject to the jur-
isdiction of the State Industrial
Commission?

(4) If "Yes", what action is being
taken to effect a solution?

(5) If not, has he taken any action to
bring to the notice of the appro-
priate authority the dangerous
situation which has developed?

(6) Have officers of the Inspection of
Machinery Branch taken any
action to ensure safety of the pub-
lic in respect of lack of mainten-
ance on elevators? If so, what
action has been taken?

Mr. TAYLOR replied:
I received some notice of this
question, the answer to which is
as foUows,-
(1) Yes.
(2) Approximately 10 days or so.
(3) Yes.
(4) Some compulsory conferences

have already been held.
(5) Answered by (4).
(6) officers of the Inspection or

Machinery Branch are taking
normal action to order work
to be done on elevators which

are unsafe or are likely to be-
come unsafe. Such order is
issued on the owner.

7. CROWN LAW DEPARTMENT
Temporary OffIcers: Termination of

Employment

Mr. W. A. MANNING, to the Premier:
(1) Is it a fact that some temporary

staff in the Crown Law Depart-
ment have been given one week's
notice of termination of employ-
ment?

(2) How many are Involved?
(3) What are the reasons for the

action, and also for the unseemly
haste?

(4) Is there any specific plan for re-
replacing those dismissed?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) and (2) In the Crown Law De-

partment's subdepartment of
Land Titles one temporary officer
has been given one month's
notice of termination of employ-
ment. Action has also been taken
In some other departments.

(3) The object of the Public Service
Hoard Is to reduce the number of
officers in temporary employment
by having these officers complete
the Public Service requirements
regarding qualifications and effici-
ency. Action in this regard com-
menced in October. 1971. and
warnings have been issued since
that date.

(4) Yes, with personnel qualified for
appointment to permanent office
in the Public Service.

S. MEAT INDUSTRY AUTHORITY
Establishment

Sir CHARLES COURT. to the minis-
ter for Agriculture:
(1) is he correctly reported on the

A.B.C. news today which report
was as follows-

Legislation Is being considered
to set up a Meat Industry
Authority in W.A.

The Minister for Agrlculjure,
Mr. H. D. Evans, revealed a re-
cently formed Meat Industry
Advisory Committee was assess-
Ing the need for a Statutory
Authority.

Mr. Evans said a Meat In-
dustry Authority could be f ormed
to plan and Implement an effi-
cient Abattoir Industry In W.A.

He said the Meat Industry
Authority Committee could be
changed to a Statutory Author-
ity. The Minister for Agricul-
ture said that Instead of the
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Advisory Committee making
recommendations, it could make
decisions.?

The SPEAKER: I do not think it is
necessary to read any more.

Sir CHARLES COURT: That is the
end of the quotation. My question
continues-

(2) If so, will he please reconcile this
to the answer he gave to question
30, on the 21st March, 1973, when
he said-
(1) No such legislation is under

consideration at this time.
In answer to the question-
(1) Is legislation under considera-

tion which would have a bear-
ig on meat marketing?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The answer given to the question

from the honourable member on
the 21st March was correct.
The legislation which is under
consideration does not at this
stage envisage the authority be-
coming directly Involved in meat
marketing.

Sir Charles Court: Oh, fair go!
Mr. H. D. Evans: Of course it does not.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. H. D. Evans: Of course it doesn't.

What are you talking about?
The SPEAKER: Order!

WOOL
Acquisition Scheme

Mr. McPHARLIN, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Has the State Government made

any approaches to the Minister for
Primary Industry to expedite the
implementation of a proposed wool
acquisition scheme?

(2) Has he had any indications from
the Minister as to his attitude to-
wards the Proposed scheme?

(3) Does he anticipate that the Minis-
ter is prepared to go ahead with
a scheme?

(4) If the Minister has indicated that
he is not prepared to go ahead,
will he ascertain the reasons?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
(1) No.
(2) No.
(3) and (4) It is anticipated that the

Minister will make a statement on
Wool acquisition when he has given
consideration to recommendations
which may be made in this re-
spect by the Australian Wool Cor-
poration.

10. NON-GOVERNMENT~ SCHOOLS
Subsidies: Percentage in other States

Mr. MENSABOS, to the Minister for
Education:

Considering that he is aware of
the Victorian scheme, could he in-
form the House what proportion
the other States pay to non-
Government schools of their Part
of the 20 Per cent, subsidy in this
current 1973 school year?

Mr. T. D3. EVANS replied:
The latest Position regarding poli-
cies in the other States will be as-
certained and the honourable
member advised.

11. TJIJRUNGA
Parliament House Grounds

Mr. GRAYDEN, to the Premier:
Is he aware-
(a) That the so-called tiurunga

buried in the grounds of Par-
liament House is a "fake"?

(b) That initiated Aborigines
throughout Western Australia
have expressed resentment at
the mockery which has been
made of sacred Aboriginal
customs by the burying of this
bogus tiurunga in the grounds
of Parliament House?

(c) How does he justify his sup-
port for the move to replace
the marker stone on the site
of the so-called tjurunga,
when such an action can only
assist to Perpetuate the un-
truths which are being circu-
lated in respect of the object?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
Having had virtually no notice at
all of this question and therefore
no time to check the correctness
of the assertions of the honour-
able member, I ask that the ques-
tion be Placed on the notice
paper.

12. ALWEST PROJECT
Continuation

Mr. O'CONNOR. to the Minister for
Development and Decentralisation:
(1) Has he had any indication that

the Aiwest project in the South-
west may not now Proceed?

(2) If so. will he give details?
Mr. GRAHAM replied:

I trust the honourable member
will not be disappointed when I
give the reply as follows-
(1) No.
(2) Answered by (1).
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The SPEAKER: I will not take any
more questions without notice.
The rest must be placed on the
notice paper.

Point of Order
Sir CHARLES COURT: In view of the

ruling you have just given, Sir.
can the questions which were to
be asked without notice, now be
banded In and be Placed on the
notice paper for tomorrow?

The SPEAKER: On this occasion, yes.

TAXI-CARS (CO-ORDINATION AND
CONTROL) ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
MR. JAMIESON (Belmont-Minister for

Works) [5.12 pm.]: I move-
That the Bill be now read a second

time.
On the 19th April. 1972, Mr. H. G. Smith,
retired stipendiary magistrate, was
appointed by the Governent to inquire
into the taxi industry in the metropolitan
area. The inquiry was conducted as an
open inquiry and the terms of reference
covered all facets of the industry.

At the completion of the inquiry, Mr.
Smith made certain recommendations and
these were referred to the Taxi Control
Board which supported them. Basically,
the recommendations requiring amend-
ments to the Act are as folows--

(a) Two persons-namely, an owner
and a full-time driver-to be mem-
bers of the Taxi Control Board.
Previously the Act provided that
both may be owners or both may
be full-time operators.

(b) All moneys received by the board
as or on account of premiums,
should be paid to the credit of the
taxi control fund, thus ensuring
that the board has sufficient fin-
ancial resources Properly to ad-
minister the control of taxi-cars
and conduct of operators.

(c) Provision be made that of the
three members of the board re-
ferred to in paragraphs (b) and
(c), subsection (4) of section 5
of the Act, not more than one
shall be a person holding office
in any one company carrying on
business in the taxi industry.

(d) Provision be made that the num-
ber of taxi-cars that may be
licensed to operate within the
metropolitan area shall be de-
termined by the Taxi Control
Hoard, having regard to the reas-
onable requirements of the popu-
lation of that area.

Provided that the number of
such taxi-cars shall not, at any
time, be more than one to every
800 of the population of that area.

(e) Provision be made for a refund of
the full amount "or such lesser
proportion as the board. having
regard to all the circumstances of
the case, shall recommend" of any
moneys paid as or on account of a
premium. At the present time pro-
vision is made for a refund of all
premiums paid, if a person sur-
renders the license within a per-
iod of five years from the date of
issue.

(f) Provisions be made that-

(1) a taxi-car license, as well as
the vehicle itself, may be
charged with the repayment
of money advanced for the
Purpose therein referred to;

(ii) any transaction, whereby it
is intended that a taxi-car
license shall be accepted as
security for moneys so ad-
vanced to the holder of
such a license, shall be reg-
istered at the office of the
board whose approval of the
transaction shall be a con-
dition Precedent to such
registration.

(g) (i) The definition of "owner" in
section 3 of the Act be
amended by inserting after
the word 'includes" in line
three, the passage "unless
repugnant to the context".

The definition of "owner",
which includes among others
"a person having the use of
the vehicle under an agree-
ment for its . . . lease" in
section 3 of the Act seems in-
appropriate when applied to
the owner as contemplated
In subsections (3) and (4) of
section 18 and subsection (1)
of section 18A. Interpolation
of the Passage 'unless repug-
nant to the context" follow-
ing the word "includes" in line
three of the definition, should
clarify the Position.

(ti) That the Act be amended to
clarify the situation concern-
ing the Provision of number
Plates for a substitute vehicle
referred to in section 17A of
the Act.

Section 17lA of the Act
could give rise to confusion
where Permission has been
granted to operate a substi-
tute vehicle, the use of which
is then allowed "as 11 the
vehicle were licensed under
this Act".
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This would probably in-
volve the temporary transfer
of certain essential equip-
ment from the disabled to
the substitute car.

The main purpose of this Bill is to amend
the Taxi-cars (Co-ordination and Con-
trol) Act to Provide for these recommenda-
tions to be implemented.

In addition, the definitions of "operate"
and 'taxi-car" have been more clearly de-
fined and this Bill also defines a "taxi-
stand" for the purposes of providing au-
thority for an inspector to request the
name of the driver of a private vehicle
who parks his vehicle on a taxi-stand.

Other amendments include-
(1) Provision in the event of the ab-

sence of the commissioner and the
deputy commissioner, for a per-
son, nominated in writing by the
commissioner, to act as chairman.

(2) For administrative reasons, It also
piovides that the board, with the
authority of the Minister, may
specifically delegate its powers
and function.

Under
board Is
taxi-car
of four
conduct

the present Act, the
empowered to suspend a
license. At least a quorum
members is required to

the business of the board.
Should the occasion arise and

immediate action be desired,
rather than call a special meeting
of the board it is considered ap-
propriate to delegate specific au-
thority to the commissioner, or
deputy commissioner.

This streamlined administrative
procedure would be highly desir-
able and could be kept under con-
trol by virtue of the fact that the
board's delegation of authority Is
subject to the approval of the
Minister.

(3) Provision for the surrender of
number plates where license or
premium payments have not been
paid, Seizure of plates cannot be
effected under the Act but this
Bill provides that in such circum-
stances the board may take pos-
session of the plates.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.

Thompson.

MINING ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

MR. MAY (Clontnif-Minister for
Mines) 15.20 p.m.): I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

The Bill before members is a short one to
delete from the Present Mining Act, the
discrimination against Asiatics and Afri-
cans which is contained in that Act.
Members will be well aware that the previ-
ous Commonwealth Government had been
examining the implications of Australia be-
coming a party to the International Con-
vention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Racial Discrimination.

Australia signed this convention in 1966
but ratification has been delayed in the
first instance by the need to remove
elements of discriminatory legislation that
would be in conflict with the convention,

The present Commonwealth Govern-
ment has asked for this action to be
expedited and members will recall that a
similar discrimination was removed from
the Gold Buyers Act last year.

The Mining Bill, 1972, which does not
have any racial provisions, is still progres-
sing and in order to obviate any further
delay in removing racial discrimination
from our existing Mining Act, the neces-
sary amendments are. now sought. I com-
mend the Bill to the House.

Sir Charles Court: Tell us: If we sup-
port this Bill will your side support it?

Debate adjourned, on motion by Sir
Charles Court (Leader of the Opposition).

ADDRESS -IN-REPLY: EIGHTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 29th March,
on the following motion by Mr. Bateman-

That the following Address-in-
Reply to His Excellency's Speech be
agreed to-

May it please Your Excellency:
We the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of the State of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our Most Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parliament.

MR. MhOILER (Toodyay) [5.21 p.m.]:
Some eight or nine months ago I was
fortunate enough to be selected as this
State's representative to the first Aus-
tralasian Parliamentary Seminar. The sem-
inar was arranged by the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association, and was held in
Canberra. its purpose was to enable rep-
resentatives of Parliaments within Aus-
tralasia, and from the South-East Asian
region, to study the parliamentary practices
of the Australian Federal Parliament. The
seminar was a genuine and worth-while
attempt by the Commonwealth Parlia-
mentary Association to help the rep-
resentatives of the various Parliaments to
conduct their business in a democratic
fashion.

But. Mr. Speaker, after watching the ef-,
forts of the Opposition in this House, and
in another place, over the last two yzars,
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observing the frustration and harassment
of the Government by the Opposition
merely in an attempt to block legislation
Put forward by the Government-elected
by a majority of the people-and after
listening to the Leader of the Opposition
Put forward a tirade of rubbish in his
Address-in-Reply speech, I have no hesi-
tation in saying that although we in this
Parliament may be able to present ideas
and make suggestions regarding parlia-
mentary procedure, as a Parliament we
could not give our Australian neighbours
any lead as to the way they should govern.

Sir Charles Court: Do you want to deny
the Opposition its rights and responsibil-
ities?

Mr. MOILER: I think the Opposition
should oppose and make constructive criti-
cism.

Sir Charles Court: And that is what we
have done, the same as your people did
when In Opposition.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. MOILER: During the Address-in-

Reply over the last fortnight in this House
the Leader of the Opposition did not pro-
pose one bit of constructive legislation.

Sir Charles Court: If You had listened
You would have found there were some
constructive proposals put forward in an
attempt to stop the Government making
a mistake.

Mr. MOILER: I have tried to find some-
thing constructive in the lj-hour speech
which the Leader of the Opposition made.
Not one piece of constructive criticism was
offered by the Leader of the Opposition.

Sir Charles Court: It depends on how
you read the speech.

Mr. MOILER: Not once did the Leader
of the Opposition say what this Govern-
ment should do, and how it should go
about doing it.

Sir Charles Court: We did.
Mr. O'Neil: Resign!
Mr. MOILER: I will come to 'resigning"

in just a minute.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. MOILER: I will answer the Inter-

jection, and not dodge it as some members
opposite do.

Mr. O'Neil: Such as the Premier!
Mr. MOILER: The Leader of the Oppo-

sition listed a few generalities, and
most of his address was directed at the
Federal Parliament. We can only assume
from those remarks that this State Gov-
ernment Is doing a remarkably good job.

Mr. May: Hear, hear!
Mr. MOILER: The whole of the re-

marks of the Leader of the Opposition
were centred on the Federal Parliament
and the Federal Government In general.

Sir Charles Court: Are you Indicating
that the Federal Government has nothing
to do with the State Government or your
Premier?

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. MOILER: Returning to the seminar,

to which I have referred, some of the
delegates from the South-East Asian
countries had opposite views, but they
were all united in a desire to do something
for the countries they represented-some-
thing worth while. However, in contrast
the present Opposition opposes for the
sake of opposing-and the Leader of the
Opposition in this State has now ac-
quired the title of being the State's great-
est knocker.

Sir Charles Court: That Is not right. We
have performance to our credit, and you
People have not: that is the difference.

Mr. Jamieson: What nonsense!
Mr. O'Connor: The member for Tood -

yay will be Put on the front bench if he
keeps this up.

Mr. MOILER: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition, when speaking In the debate, stated
that the people of Western Australia had
indicated their support for the McMahon
Government at the last Federal election.
That was correct. In Western Australia
the People did indicate some support for
the McMahon Government, or the Liberal-
Country Party Government. At the last
Federal election; because of the unfortunate
Position regarding unemployment In this
State, the Leader of the Opposition was
able to fool the public of Western Austra-
ia and convince the people that the un-
employment was caused, primarily, by the
State Labor Government.

Mr. Hartrey: Hear, hear!
Mr. MOILER: At the time of the

Federal election, with the aid of The West
Australian, the Leader of the Opposition
was able to fool the majority of Western
Australians-or a big number of them-
that the unemployment in Western Aus-
tralia was due to the State Government
and not to the Federal Government.

Mr. O'Connor: The Press has pampered
your party for four years.

Mr. MOILER: Since the last election
the people of Western Australia have come
to realise that the State Government was
not to blame for the unemployment situ-
ation in Western Australia at the time
of the last Federal election. The people
have realised that unemployment was
Initiated and instigated by the Federal
Liberal Party and the then Federal Gov-
ernment. The people also realise that the
State Government can be Proud of its
efforts over the two years It has been in
office. The Government has made great
strides In reducing unemployment in
western Australia. and It can be Proud of
its achievements during the Past two Years.
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Mr. O'Connor: What achievements? Mr. MOILER: -support for the Labor

Mr. MOILER: The Opposition will hear
about the achievements presently.

Mr. Rushton: We have had to move
motions to make the Government work.

Mr. MOILER: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition has made many renowned state-
menits, the classic being that if given six
months in Government he would correct
the unemployment position.

Sir Charles Court: We would not need
that much time now.

Mr. MOILER: However, the people of
Western Australia are beginning to realise
-as did the Leader of the Opposition-
that if the Liberal-Country Party had been
in Government at the time of the unem-
ployment problem in Western Australia it
would have used the surplus work force-
the unemployed-to bring the rest of
the people in Western Australia to their
knees. Western Australian tradesmen and
labourers would have been brought to their
knees and forced to accept less than a
reasonable return for their efforts.

Sir Charles Court: That cannot be done
under the provisions of the Industrial
Arbitration Act, and you know that to be
true.

Mr. MOILER: As I have already stated,
the present Government can be proud of
the action it has taken. it has brought
forward public works programmes.

Mr. Rushton: Yes, the Naval Base hous-
ing was a positive act!

Mr. MOIhER: the Government brought
forward a public works Programme. It in-
jected $1,000,000 into the metropolitan
area to relieve unemployment where it was
the most serious.

Mr. Thompson: More people leaning on
State-owned shovels.

Mr. MOILER: And the Government has
continued :ts Positive action in recent
months, wvhen we have seen a dramatic im-
provement in the unemployment figure.

A while ago the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition said something to the effect
that, "The Leader of the Opposition made
one constructive criticism-he suggested
that the Government resign." I imagine
he meant the Government should go to
the polls. When speaking during the Ad-
dress-in-Reply debate, the Leader of the
Opposition said, after the Federal Govern-
ment had been in office, for only 100 days.
that it should go back to the People and
it would not be returned. On the con-
trary. as pointed out in an interjection at
that time, the Gallup Poll reported in
the Weekend News of the 31st March in-
dicates that-

Sir Charles Court: Here we go with Gal-
lup Polls again.

Party in Western Australia, and I assume
particularly for the Prime Minister, has
risen to 53 per cent. of the electors.

Mr. O'Neil: He is not game to test it
at the polls.

Mr. MOILER: Support for the Labor
Party has increased by 3 per cent, since
the elections at which the Federal Labor
Government was voted into office with a
great majority. Support for the Liberal
Party has dropped by 1 per cent, in the
same Period.

When he does not agree with the ma-
jority opinion-such as the election of a
Labor Government in this State, and the
election of a Labor Government in the
Federal sphere by a great majority of
electors-the Leader of the Opposition al-
ways says, "Go back to the people." When
we go back to the people we will cer-
tainly be returned.

Mr. Nalder: You would certainly get a
shock,

Mr. Jamieson: You said that last time.
Mr. O'Neil: I remember someone on your

side saying we would not last three months
and we lasted 12 years.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. MOILER: I do not propose to spend

any more time replying to the Leader of
the Opposition's contribution to the Ad-
dress-in-Reply debate.

I now turn to another matter. In the past
we have heard in this House, and outside
it. debate and discussion about the Legis-
lative Council. I wish to mention what I
consider to be one of the most distressing
aspects of the Legislative Council-

Mr. Thompson: I thought we were the
"knockers",

Mr. MOILER: -that is, the mandatory
term of six years for members who are
elected to the other place.

Mr. Rushton: Do you want a term of
six years, too?

Mr. MOIhER: Members of the Legisla-
tive Council retain their seats for a term
of six years, regardless of whether they
are defeated at an election in the inter-
vening period. I think it Is a shocking situ-
ation, and I suggest the Government give
consideration to holding a referendum to
esqtablish whether the public of Western
Australia agree to it.

Members of this House hold their seats
from the day of the election until the fol-
lowing election. In the Legislative Council
members are elected for a Period of six
Years from a date in May. I believe that
is wrong, unjust, and undemocratic, par-
ticularly when it is realised that at the
present time 15 members, or half of the
Legislative Council. were elected to this
Parliament almost five Years ago, and by
thei- *ejection of som' of the Bills the
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Government has put forward to the Legis-
lative Council they have demonstrated
that they are quite out of touch with the
thinking of the community.

It is an undemocratic situation in view of
the fact that if an election were held before
May of next year some of the members at
present sitting in the other place could be
defeated on going to the electors, yet they
would retain their seats until the expira-
tion of their six-year term.

Mr. Thompson: If that Is such a good
suggestion, why do you not ask the Labor
fellows to resign after three years?

Mr. MOILER: The member for Darling
flange again puts forward a ridiculous Pro-
position.

Mr. Thompson: If you believe in that
principle, ask your members to resign after
three years.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. MOILER: If the Liberal and Coun-

try Party members in the other place were
to support such a course. I am sure the
Labor members would also support it.

Two years ago a Labor Government was
elected in this State. Last session the Gov-
ernment introduced legislation dealing with
the State Government Insurance Office and
with prices control which, together with
other worth-while legislation, was rejected
by the Legislative Council. Had we gone to
the people at that time, we could have
brought out half of the Legislative Coun-
cil.

Mr. Jamieson: Not even that.

Mr. MOILER: We could have brought
out less than half of the Legislative Coun-
cil at that time.

Mr. Jamieson: We can only take our-
selves to the people. Members of the Legis-
lative Council have a specific period.

Mr. MOILER: There It is. We could not
face the public and seek a mandate in that
fashion. I believe the public of Western
Australia would agree wholeheartedly that
the system here should be the same as that
prevailing in the Federal Parliament. If
the Legislative Council obstructs or negates
the wishes of the great majority of the
people, this House should be able to force
members of the Legislative Council to go
to the public so that they will be made
aware of the wishes of the electors of
Western Australia.

I believe a referendum should be held on
the question whether the Legislative Coun-
cil should be required to face elections at
the same time as the Legislative Assembly,
and that the term of members of the Leg-
islative Council should expire on election
day, as in the case of members of the Leg-
islative Assembly. The referendum should
sIso include the question of a double dis-
srdioin. under which the whole of the
Legislative Council could be brought out
co face the People at the same time as the

members of the Legislative Assembly face
the people if Government legislation is re-
jected by th Legislative council.

I now wish to turn to the Toodyay elec-
torate, which I represent. Firstly, on behalf
of the electors in the Swan View area, I
would like to express thanks for the work
done by the previous Minister for Town
Planning (Mr. Graham) and the Minister
for Public Works. The Swan View area
contains 1,000 acres of urban zoned land
which for years was unable to be subdivided
because the Minister for Town Planning
in the previous Government and the Town
Planning Department refused Permission
for subdivision until such time as sewerage
wvas installed in the area, but the Minister
for, Works in that Government had also
for years found some reason for not ex-
tending the sewerage into the Swan View
area. -The same situation applied at Koon-
gamia, which is represented by my col-
league, the member for Swan. The people
at Roongamnia have tolerated a shocking
health hazard whereby effluent from sep-
tic systems discharges onto the road. Prior
to the election of a Labor Government,
neither of those issues had been tackled.

Following the election of the Labor Gov-
ernment, the Minister for Town Planning
almost immediately authorised the subdi-
vision of 150 acres of land in Swan View,
which allows for something like 500 resi-
dential blocks, and sewerage is being ex-
tended to Koongamia to alleviate the
health hazard in that area.

It is worth mentioning that not only was
sewerage extended to Swan View at the
instigation of the Minister for Works and
the Minister for Town Planning but it is
now also being extended to the Swan View
Primary School, where for years effluent
from the septic system and other waste
water went into a sludge suimp in the school
yard which was emptied twice a week by
a tanker. The Ministers I have mentioned
have now taken corrective action.

I also thank the Minmister for Lands for
recent notification that the old railway re-
serve between Mundaring and Bellevue is
to be vested in the Mundaring Shire Coun-
cil-something which has been sought by
the local authority for years.

I wish to touch on another matter which
is a general problem throughout the State.
I will explain my proposition and use an
example within my own electorate. I refer
to the cost of residential land to the per-
son wishing to buy a block of land on which
to build a home. I believe the Government
has to some extent stemmed the spiralling
cost of land, but we must do much more
than we have done so far. I believe land
is still too expensive for the average per-
son.

Mr. O'Neil: The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment is talking about giving it away.

Mr. MOILER: I agree wholeheartedly
with that Proposition, and I intend to deal
with that subject. I propose to recommend



[ASSEMBLY.)

that the Commonwealth Government. in
conjunction with the State Government
and local authorities, should bring about a
reduction in the price of land in Western
Australia.

To explain my proposal I wish to use
as an example an area of land in Mt.
Helena. The land in question is Crown land
and is zoned urban under the Metropoli-
tan Region Scheme and the Mundaring
town Planning scheme. It comprises some
75 acres, and I use it as an example be-
cause I am familiar with It. The pro-
gramme I propose to outline, Possibly with
some minor adjustments, could be carried
out In respect of other areas of land.

I believe the land should be valued by
the State and Federal Governments, bear-
ing in mind that at present it is vacant
and is not providing any revenue for the
State. The Federal Government in-
dicated in Yesterday's issue of The West
Australian that it is considering giving
land to people in a definite attempt to stop
the spiralling prices. I agree entirely with
that objective.

Mr. O'Neil: But they might be giving it
away on the Nullarbor Plain.

Mr. MOILER: I believe the Federal
Government, in conjunction with the State
Government, should Place a value on the
land and negotiate payment to the State
for the release of the land for housing.
The State Government should then vest
the land in the local authority for sub-
division and sale. I suggest the local
authority should carry out the subdivision
and the necessary works because-and I
imagine this applies in most instances-it
has a qualified town planner who could
design the road pattern and the residential
area.

The SPEAKER: Order! There is too
much audible conversation.

Mr. MOILER: The local authority also
has a qualified engineer, and it has the
equipment and the work force necessary to
carry out the work. Having carried out the
planning and design work for the land,
the shire should establish the number of
blocks it believes it would need to develop
in the initial period of, say, 12 months. It
should then raise a loan to cover the de-
velopment of those blocks. The Planning of
the land should take into account all up-
to-date facilities; and Provision should be
made for roads, kerbing, footpaths, and
underground electricity supplies-in fact,
everything to make the development as up
to date as Possible. The cost of the pro-
vision of all services should be the price
for which the blocks are sold.

Mr. Thompson: How much do you reckon
it would cost to put these blocks on the
market?

Mr. MOILER: I cannot answer that
with any authority,

Mr. Thompson: It would cost at least
$3,000 to service each block.

Mr. MOILER: If that cost includes every
service being provided at the cheapest
rate possible it would be acceptable and
would be the only cost applicable to the
land.

Mr. Thompson: And the Commonwealth
will buy the land from the State?

Mr. MOILER: The Commonwealth would
negotiate with the State to compensate
the State for the land.

Mr.i Thompson: Does the Commonwealthi
manufacture its own money, or does It
get It from the people?

Mr. MOILER: The honourable member
can have his turn in a moment. It has
been suggested that It may cost $3,000 a
block to service the land; but that is quite
cheap if It includes every conceivable
service.

The council could borrow the money with
which to develop the land over a term
of 15 years, and it could offer the blocks
for sale with a repayment term of 10 years,
which would be quite a reasonable term
for any young couple wishing to purchase
a block. The fact that all services and
facilities are provided would mean that
the rates and taxes paid by purchasers of
the blocks would not need to be spent
in that area; they could be channelled
into some other area of development with-
in the shire. So for a good number of
years the rates and taxes they pay could
be spent in some other area In the shire.

I believe this is a practical proposition
which warrants Investigation. The Federal
Government has indicated that it is de-
termined to bring down the price of land.
and the proposal I have outlined could
be negotiated as a Pilot scheme. The land
has already been zoned as urban, and it
belongs to the Crown: therefore, it would
be a good example for a Pilot scheme. The
fact that it is urban land means there
is no hurdle to overcome as is the position
with some other land which may be so
zoned. If we investigate the proposal and
carry out a pilot scheme in the area I have
mentioned, the same principle could then
be adapted for use in other areas where,
perhaps, private land may have to be
purchased. Until some three months ago
the State Government could not negotiate
with the Federal Government. We now
have a Federal Government which has
clearly indicated that it is determined to
reduce the Price of land. Therefore I be-
lieve the State Government has every
opportunity during the next nine months
to neaotiate with the Federal Government
to bring about the situation we promised
the People; that Is, a reduction In the price
of land for those who wish to build a home.

Obviously various conditions of sale
would need to be established, but I suggest
that they should not be too rigid. I would
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recommend that under no condition should
the purchaser of a block of land be per-
mitted to sell it without first obtaining the
joint agreement of the local authority and
the Lands Department, or some other Gov-
ernment department, so that speculation
would be precluded.

I would like to make a final recommenda-
tion in regard to town planning. I refer
to the problemn the member for Canning
mentioned in his speech, which I have
discovered myself in the Mundaring and
Swan areas where many people who shifted
to the outer suburbs perhaps five, 10, or 15
years ago now find that as a result of the
expansion of the metropolitan area their
rates and taxes have increased to such an
extent they can barely afford to continue
to live on their properties. At present
we have residential zones, high-density
zones, light industrial zones, commercial
zones and other zones; and I believe we
should have another classification of
"private open space".

I feel that a person who occupies a prop-
erty of, say, five or 10 acres, from wvhich
he does not receive the bulk of his income
should be able to apply to the Government,
with the agreement of the local authority,
to have his land zoned as private open
space. The owner-occupier should be
entitled to have his dwelling on the land,
and he should be permitted virtually to
sign an agreement that at all times his
property would remain as private open
space.

Upon reading the report of the Honor-
ary Royal Commission which inquired Into
the corridor plan, I understand that the
actual amount of open space provided in
new estates Is being reduced. Therefore I
believe a person who occupies five, 10, 15,
or 20 acres for no other reason than he
enjoys living in the locality, and who does
i-ot propose to speculate with the land but
to leave it in its present state, should be
able to appiy to the local authority and,
with its agreement, make application to
the Government to have his land zoned
as private open space. I propose that the
Governor should authorise such zoning.

Mr. Rushton: That is already taking
place.

Mr. MOILER: The land would then re-
main as private open space for all time,
apart from the dwelling of the owner and
the appurtenances thereto. I propose that
such zoning may be changed only with the
ratification of Parliament. This would pre-
vent a person from having his land zoned
as private open space and then returning
in five or 10 years and wanting to develop
it as a residential area. I believe the
proposition I have outlined warrants
further Investigation and I hope that the
Towan Planning Department, In conjunc-
tion with local authorities, gives consider-
ation to it.

I have covered the several points I
wvished to mention during the Address-in-
Reply debate, and I thank the House for Its
Indulgence.

MVR. THOMPSON (Darling Range)
[5.59 p.m.]: I would like to take this op-
port-unity to congratulate the member for
13iockwood upon his election to this House,
and also for his performance during the
short time he has been here. We In the
Liberal Party have known the member for
Blackwood for a number of years and We
arec aware that he has made a significant
contribution to the activities of the party
over a long period. I am convinced he will
make worth-while contributions in the
House during his short stay, and that he
will return in the near future to represent
another electorate.

I would like to congratulate the former
member for Bunbury, Mr. Maurie Williams,
on the splendid job that he did for the
electorate he represented during his period
as a member of this Parliament. I believe
it is very difficult for members, irrespective
of the side on which they sit, who reside in
country areas to represent their elector-
ates adequately. Quite frankly, if I had to
put up with the deprivation of my private
life and with the hardships which they
have to endure, I do not think I1 would be
prepared to make the sacrifice.

The SPEAKER: Order! There is too
much conversation in the Chamber.

Mr. THOMPSON: I would also like to
congratulate the member for Albany who,
a little while ago, was participating in
what I thought was his maiden speech,
because it has been so long since he made
a contribution to the debates.

Mr. Graham: It is a pity that a few
members from the opposite side of the
House do not emulate him!

Mr. THOMPSON: On one occasion
when he made a speech in the Address-in-
Reply debate in 1971 he indicated he was
in support of a certain move to benefit his
electorate, but when we on this side moved
an amendment and challenged him to
support us he had to do an about-face.
This has had a great Impact on him.

Mr. Mclver: You have Interpreted him
wrongly.

Mr. THOMPSON: I have not.

Mr. O'Neil: Our memories are long.

Mr. THOMPSON: Much has been said
in the last few days about the activities of
the Transport Workers' Union.

The SPEAER: order! I must point
out to members that the Transport Work-
ers' Union and certain local carriers are
involved in a court case, and therefore this
matter is sub ludice.

567
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Point of Order
Mr. O'CONNOR: On a point of order. I

should Point out there is no case at the
moment. The case was finalised today.
Surely a member is entitled to speak if he
does not specify-

The SPEAKER: order! The honour-
able member cannot make a speech in
raising a point of order. My latest in-
formation at 4.20 p.m. today was that the
case was still proceeding.

Mr. THOMPSON: The particular case
that has been referred to concerns three
individuals. I wanted to make reference
to other cases, and I intended to do so by
way of a question without notice this
afternoon but time did not permit it. The
new situation that has developed pertains
to people who are involved in the cartage
of apples to the overseas container
terminal at Fremantle. Whilst some unions
are involved, and there has been a sug-
gestion that the Transport Workers' Union
is involved, it is also true that other people
could be involved.

I believe that if I do not refer to the
case that is actually before the court I
will he within my rights in making my
remarks. I would ask for your ruling, Mr.
Speaker.

Speaker's Ruling
The SPEAKER: I shall give the member

for Darling Range some latitude in that
regard, but he may not refer in any way to
the case involving the oil companies,
certain private owner-drivers, and the
Transport Workers' Union.

Debate Resumed
Mr. THOMPSON: The particular

situation to which I make reference relates
to the export apple crop. This House
spent a great deal of time last year de-
bating whether a board ought to be set
up to control the export of apples. The
executive of the Fruit Growers' Association
and the Minister were quite perturbed at
the prospect of loss of income by the fruit
growers, by those who transported the
apples, and by the State as a whole.
Parliament was told that unless a board
was set up the apples could be left rotting
on the wharf.

The situation which has now developed
is one in which the apples will remain on
the wharf. In the last couple of days some
owner-drivers have conferred with me
about a situation which has developed
in respect Of the overseas container
berth at Fremantle. A threat has been
made that if people engaged in the trans-
port of this highly perishable commodity
did not become members of the T.W.U.
these apples would be left on the wharf
to rot.

The method of transporting and handl-
ing this commTodity involves the use of
containers which are obtained by the

transport operators from the North Fre-
mantle headquarters of Overseas Contain-
ers Pty. Ltd. These are refrigerator units
which have to be connected to refrigera-
tion plants for most of the time. The con-
tainers are so constructed that they can
be transported from Fremantle to the cool
stores in the hills area without the cool-
ing apparatus being connected. Once they
arrive at the cool stores the apples are
packed into them. The containers are then
carted to the wharf and loaded onto ships.
If these containers are not connected to re-
frigeration plants then the temperature
inside the containers will rise, and the
apples will rot. The apple growers and the
State as a whole cannot stand the loss of
this highly valuable export crop.

Mr. Taylor: Can you help mie? Has a
complaint been lodged with myself or my
department in any other respect than your
comment to me by telephone yesterday?

Mr. THOMPSON: No. I referred one
particular case to the Minister yesterday.
Today by way of question without notice
I intended to comment on a number of
other cases which have come to my notice.
The statement has been made by some
transport operators in my area that owner-
drivers who cart their crops from the hills
area to Fremantle have been told that un-
less they join the T.W.U. they will not be
permitted to handle the cargo.

Mr. Taylor: Has any cargo been re-
fused?

Mr. THOMPSON: Not to my knowledge.
Mr, Taylor: H-ave you supplied to my

department any names, other than the one
you mentioned?

Mr. THOMPSON: No.
Mr. Taylor: Were any suggestions made

that you should make an issue of it here?
Mr. THOMPSON: Whether it is one case

or 100 cases, the principle is the same.
Mr. Taylor: The principle is right, and

no-one has been refused.
Mr. THOMPSON: But a threat has been

made.
Sir Charles Court: This is the time to

make an issue of it,
Mr. THOMPSON: That is right. This

is the time to make an issue of it before
It is suppressed, Once a matter has been
drawn to the attention of the Minister-
whether it involves one case or a number
of cases--he has a responsibility to check
on it and to ensure that the situation is
not allowed to continue. This was the con-
text in which I raised the matter.

Mr. Taylor: Have the people concerned
taken action such as that taken by people
in other areas?

Mr. THOMPSON: They have not.
Mr. Taylor: The law is there to pro-

tect them.
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Mr. O'Connor: I hope the Minister will Mr. THOMPSON: I have.
alter the law.

Mr. THOMPSON: When a question of
this nature is raised with the Minister by
a member of Parliament he has a re-
sponsibiltiy to check on it. Yesterday morn-
ing, immediately after I was told that the
situation had developed, I gave notice of
this matter to the Minister. It was re-
ported to me during the day that a num-
ber of other drivers had also been issued
with this threat. I did not refer the mat-
ter to the Minister, but it was my in-
tention to incorporate it in a question with-
out notice to the Minister. However, I be-
lieve that by raising the one case I alert-
ed the Minister to the situation that had
developed.

Mr. Taylor: The other matters came
to your attention yesterday?

Mr. THOMPSON: Yes.
Mr. Taylor: I was not asked about It

until 3.15 p.m., or about 24 hours later.
Mr. THOMPSON: Last evening I was at

a social function with the Minister for
Health. My mother-in-law very obligingly
Was looking after my children and taking
telephone messages. On my return home
at 12.20 this morning I found two mes-
sages awaiting me. I had two more phone
calls this morning from certain transport
operators who had been placed in the same
position. I can give some names. One
was Erini and another was Vinci: they are
both from Pickering Brook.

I believe the Minister Is playing around
with the situation. Even If only ore case
is raised he has a responsibility to ensure
that the situation does not spread. It is
bad enough in the case of fuel, but in the
case of apples, which are a highly perish-
able commodity if action Is not taken
smartly, a very large percentage of the
export crop will be lost.

The Practice followed by handlers of
fruit Is to bring fruit produced In the
south of the State into the cool stores at
Pickering Brook, Karragullen, and Carilla.
When shipping space is available the fruit
is transported from those cool stores to
F'remantle, to be loaded onto the ships for
export. I suggest that any interruption
of that activity will have a disastrous
effect on the apple producers and on those
who cart the apples, as well as on the
State.

Mr. Taylor: That has not occurred to
date.

Mr. THOMPSON: I know it has not, but
are we to sit by and wait for the apples
to rot?

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: All Your criticism is
destructive and not constructive. Have
you the slightest Idea of the Powers which
the Minister could use? You should ask
him.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: What are they?

Mr. THOMPSON: He has the concili-
ation procedure available, and he can take
action in that regard.

Mr. J , T., Tonkin: You do not have a
clue,

Sir Charles Court: The Minister also has
the power of persuasion.

Mr. THOMPSON: May I point this out
to the Premier: If the Minister for Labour
did not think he had a responsibility in
this regard, then Yesterday morning when
I rang him he would have told me to do
something else, but he undertook to do
something about the matter.

Mr. Taylor: The answer Is here. It Is
all ready for you.

Mr. THOMPSON: I am sorry I was not
given It.

Mr. Taylor: That was not my fault.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member

will address the Chair.
Mr. THOMPSON: If, as the Premier

suggests, the Minister did not have any
responsibilty In this regard, then he should
have told me so Yesterday instead of allow-
ing me to labour under the misapprehen-
sion that he would do something about
the matter. I am Pleased to hear by Inter-
jection that the Minister has the answer.
I hope that In the very near future the
answer will be made public, and that the
rights of these self-employed People will
be protected by this Government. The
tardy way in which the Government is
coming forward to protect these People is
extremely pronounced. I suggest that the
reasons which I advanced the other night
for the lack of action by the Government
In this regard are quite accurate. The
Government Is beholden to the trade union
movement, and the Ministers are hiot
game to take any action that Is likely to
upset the union bosses.
Sitting suspended from 6.1S to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. THOMPSON: Before the tea sus-
pension I had been speaking about the
activities of the Transport Workers' Union
in regard to the shipment of apples from
the Pickering Brook area to North Fre-
mantle.

It has been said quite often by support-
ers of the Present Labor Government that
a Labor Government in office would en-
sure a greater degree of stability so far as
the unions are concerned. In fact it was
said there would be less industrial unrest
under a Labor Government because its
lines of communication are so much
clearer than those that exist between the
unions and a Liberal Government. I sug-
gest that in the light of experience of re-
cent days that certainly does not hold true.
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The member for Toodyay made refer-
ence to the price of land. He applauded the
system under which one Government buys
land and makes It available to another
section of the Government which carries
out the development at cost to the people
who buy the land.

It does not really matter 'who develops
the land, because in the ultimate some-
one must pay. It costs somebody something
for the land, whether it be the people of
the State or of Australia generally, or a
Private individual-they must service the
land and sell the serviced land.

I believe the system of employing pri-
vate enterprise In the development of land
is in the interests of those who buy it.

Mr. Moiler: This has been a system
unrver which the costs have gone up.

Mr. THOMPSON: I believe costs would
escalate under the system suggested by the
honourable member; indeed I suggest they
would escalate at a greater rate because
of the inefficiency of inter-related Govern-
ment bodies.

Mr. Moiler: I said local authorities.
Mr. THOMPSON: I mentioned Govern-

ment bodies.
Mr. Moiler: I believe local authorities are

very efficient.
Mr. THOMPSON: I will grant that some

of them are very efficient. The difference
in cost is only marginal. I fall to see how
any great reduction in price or saving
would be effected. The people who sit
opposite are running away with the idea
that land developers are making a fortune;
that they are making a mint of money- I
have had occasion, recently, to look at the
figures of a Particular land developer who
is developing land In my electorate. The
Minister for Town Planning knows the
person in question; in fact he is well
known to some of the members of this
House. I will give the history of the par-
ticular piece of land. The man concerned
bought the land a number of years ago
and at that time it looked to be a good
proposition from the Point of view of de-
velopment.

Mr. Moilter: He would be speculating.
Mr. THOMPSON: He is a developer.
Mr. Moiler: He is obviously speculating.
Mr. THOMPSON: The difference Is that

sumeone must initially pay for the devel-
opment of the land before it is put on the
market.

Mr. Moiler: If they do not wish to use
the land why buy it? Because someone Is
financial at the time why should he jeop-
ardise the future of the younger ones?

Mr. THOMPSON: That all sounds very
good but, in fact, these land developers are
doing a great service to the public; they
are using their money to buy land and de-
velop it. The person In question bought

the land to which I have referred a numn-
ber of Years ago, after 'which he immned-
iately instituted the necessary machinery
to have it Put on the market as serviced
blocks.

Because of the frustrations he suffered
by going through the various Instrumnen-
talities and departments to obtain approval
a tremendous amount of time elapsed.
and the money he invested does of
course attract interest which means
that the costs of the Person concerned are
going up all the time. He will eventually
sell the land at a profit to himself of about
$300 a block. in the meantime he has tied
up several thousands of dollars over a
number of years to make this profit-this
huge profit that is suggested by members
on the other side of the House.

These land developers do not make a
huge profit. There are, however, some
smarties in the community who see the
buying of such land as a good proposition;
they do nothing at all to improve the land
and eventually flog it and make a tremen-
dous amount of money. The genuine de-
veloper, on the other hand, is doing a great
service to the community.

Mr. Moiler: If the Federal Government
comes in with the local authorities we will
produce blocks at a cheaper rate.

Mr. THOMPSON: In such a case it will
automatically follow that we will build into
the system the inefficiencies that are ever
present In a Government-controlled organ-
isation.

Last year we had a typical example In
which the State Government negotiated a
contract with the E.P.T. company for the
construction of the now very controversial
330kV power line through certain areas of
the metropolitan region.

I want to refer to the conditions of that
contract and emphasise why I consider It
to be a very unsound way of having Gov-
ernment work carried out. If we study the
history of this particular project we will
find the Government gave notice of Its in-
tention to call tenders, and a number of
firms within Western Australia expended
a lot of money to enable them to be In a
position to tender for the job. Last Febru-
ary it got to the point where documents
were actually made available to the com-
panties interested in tendering and the
Government announced it would negotiate
a contract with E.P.T.

I draw the attention of the House to the
basis on which this contract was negotiated
and I would like to refer to questions that
were asked and answers that were given
in this House. On the 27th March last I
asked the Minister for Electricity-

(1) What was the negotiated contract
price of work being done by E.P.T.
on the 330kV Kwinana-Balga
power line?
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(2) Was the contract negotiated on a
fixed price basis or are there rise
and fail provisions?

(3) If rise and fall conditions apply,
what are the conditions and by
how much has the original price
varied?

(4) Has the negotiated contract price
varied for any other reason; if so,
by how much and for what rea-
sons?

The Minister replied:-
(1) The negotiated contract is a

schedule of rates contract for types
of towers and foundations and for
stringing of the conductor.
At the time of negotiation the
numbers and types of towers and
foundations and the amount of
stringing disclosed by the prelim-
inary surveys gave a basic tender
figure of $7,689,897.04. This was
and is subject to variation, for the
work actually to be performed, in
accordance with the specified and
agreed schedules of rates.

The Minister then said that this was on a
rise and fall basis. That Is about all of the
question and answer that is relevant. I
would like to draw attention to this partic-
ular contract. it is a negotiated contract
price on a schedule of rates. Every other
tenderer who was competing for the job
would have had to look at the situation,
assess what it would cost him to construct
the line, and give a lump sum tender for
the entire project. But the people who have
had such favourable treatment from the
Government have a schedule of rates. If it
is decided a particular type of tower or a
particular structure is required the rate in
question is applied. If in the meantime
there is a rise or fall-it is generally a rise
in wages and so on-a claim can be made
on that aspect. The People concerned can-
not lose.

There is no risk at all for them. it is
the State which runs the risk, and I believe
this privilege should not be applied to
Government tenders, particularly where
public money is at stake. It is wrong in
principle and I amr sure the Government
erred in entering into such a loose ar-
rangement for the expenditure of such
a great amount of public money.

I suggest that if the Liberal Govern-
ment had done the same thing we would
have heard about It for many days to
come from those who are now sitting
on the Goverment benches.

Mr. Graham: I think you are an orphan
in a storm in the complaint you are mak-
ing.

Mr. THOMPSON: Why is that?
Mr. Graham: Because I do not think

there are many who support your point
of view.

Mr. THOMPSON: That could be open
to conjecture. During the life of the
Brand Government a Ministry for Tour-
ism was set up and the Tourist Develop-
ment Authority became a reality.

I think we are very fortunate in this
State because we have many tourists at-
tractions, most of which are yet untapped.
There is little doubt that ours Is the
prettiest of the capital cities in Australia.
it is certainly a clean city and, because
of the initiative taken by the previous
Government, it will continue to be a clean
city.

We see that development is taking place
on the foreshore; it is quite an attractive
development included in the system of the
Narrows interchange; and although at the
time it was decided to reclaim the river
to provide this facility it attracted a lot
of criticism from those who support us on
this side of the House and also from those
who support members who sit on the other
side, I feel this was a step that had to be
taken if we were to do anything to steady
the tide of rising traffic problems in the
city area. A further attraction is, of course,
our beautiful Swan River; apart from which
we have the Darling scarp and some fine
scenic attractions within the city which
are well within the reach of those who
choose to live in the city and use it as a
base from which to tour the State. We
have some of the finest beaches in Aus-
tralia, if not in the world. We have the
scenic beauty of the southern coast.

Mr. Harman: when are you going to get
onto national parks?

Mr. THOMPSON: Very shortly. I will
have some pertinent remarks to make
about national parks. The Kimberley is,
I think, an untapped resource as far as
tourism is concerned. I believe Western
Australia will derive a great deal of bene-
fit from developing tourist attractions
right throughout the State-from the
south to the north.

The SPEAKER: Order! There is too
much talking In the Chamber.

Mr. THOMPSON: I was, Pleased to hear
the Minister say the other evening that
tourism in Western Australia will be pro-
moted from new premises in Sydney and
that the facilities in other cities will be
upgraded The Minister also indicated
that we are well represented at tourist
conferences overseas and he has done a
fair amount of work In studying the
potential of tourism in our State. This
is to be applauded.

our International airport is, I believe,
a benefit to Western Australia. Pressure
is being brought to bear on members of
the Federal Parliament-and by members
of the Federal Parliament-to have a cur-
few placed on the operations at Perth
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Airport. My own opinion is that we ought
to resist any effort to dlose Perth Airport
during certain hours. I know the noise
inconveniences people who live close to
the airport. However, I hope that in the
years ahead-in fact, in the months ahead
-aircraft engine design will be such that
the noise problem is reduced. I hope
the Parliament will never bring pressure
to bear on the powers that be to impede
or restrict the activities of the Perth Air-
port.

I do nlot wish to disappoint the mem-
ber for Maylands and, for this reason, I
will now deal with a specific tourist attrac-
tion, the John Forrest National Park. The
park covers an area of 4,500 acres; it is
situated in the Darling Range: and is only
a stone's throw from the centre of the
city. It contains same of the most beauti-
ful bushland in the metropolitan region
or, indeed, in the State.

Mr. O'Neil: You ought to see my garden
when you talk about bushland!

Mr. THOMPSON: it attracts somewhere
in the order of 2,000 people a year, most
of whom are Interstate and overseas tour-
ists.

Mr. Moiler: It Is more like 200,000.

Mr. THOMPSON: Yes, that Is correct;
I made a mistake In the number.

Mr. Jamieson: Give or take a "0" or two.

Mr. THOMPSON: I am Pleased to hear
the Minister for Works give me a hand
out.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: E. and O.E.

Mr. THOMPSON: The central unit of
the national park development Is the tea-
rooms which are extremely old. In fact,
an Army, hut was shifted to the national
park area from Mundaring about 35 to
40 years ago, I believe, and this became
the tearooms. I can recall this edifice In
the national park in my boyhood. As a
lad I pushed my bike with my mates into
the national park. We used to swim in
the pool. The tearoom facilities have not
changed very much in a long time. There
were bare wooden boards on the floor, with
no coverings of any kind, and old wooden
furniture which I thought was substandard.
There were few facilities in the kitchen
to enable food to be handled, prepared,
and served. The roof leaked and the win-
dows would not operate correctly. Some
can be opened, but it Is not practicable to
open them. This is because they are
easement-type windows which swing out.
Any person who is walking past or up the
front steps would be almost decapitated
If the windows were opened. Although
the park is 4,500 acres in extent, the only
grassed area of parkiand Is one measur-
ing 60 by 45 feet.

I would not advocate planting couch
grass all through the national park, but
I believe there should be more facilties
for picnickers and others to be able to
enjoy their lunch, morning tea, or after-
noon tea on some areas of grass.

We see a tremendous area of grass in
King's Park, even though it Is a park
which is Principally reserved for native
flora., People go to King's Park, have their
picnics, and altogether it is a delightful
spot. I would like to see a greater area
of grass provided in the John Forrest
National Park.

A few years ago Mr. and Mrs. Black
took over the lease of the John Forrest
National Park tearooms. They converted
the old and dilapidated building I hAve
mentioned Into an acceptable tearooms.
They expended $20,000 of their own money
to do the renovations. They took out some
of the old fixtures and put in floor cover-
ings and window treatments. They gener-
ally improved the tearooms to a more
acceptable standard and they have drawn
the attention of the National Parks Board
to a number of deficiencies. Even though
they have agitated for quite a long time
many things still remain unrepaired today.

I would like to mention an article which
appeared in The Darting, a newspaper dis-
tributed through the eastern hills area. I
am sure the member for Toodyay knows
this paper. The article Is headed, "Oh the
shame when we get tourists!" To sum-
manlse the article, the Mundaring Shire
health inspector has had occasion to go
to the tearooms and has listed a ntumber
of fairly major deficiencies in connection
with that establishment. I will read the
eight points raised by the health Inspector
which are as follows-

1. There is not a suitable or satis-
factory water heater for washing
dishes. The present wood chip heater
does not offer a constant supply of
water at the recommended tempera-
ture of 180 degrees F.

2. The hood and extractor fan
above the hamburger grill are not
satisfactory. The condensation of
cooking oils can drop onto food being
prepared.

3. The wall at the back of the
hamburger grill stove is only plaster
board. This does not comply with
official requirements.

4. Fly wire from the rear door is
broken, offering no protection to the
Invasion of flies.

5. There is only one W.C. for a
mixed staff of 10. This applies
on weekends and holidays.

6. The only band washing facility
is a cold tap over a concrete wash
trough.
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7. Due to ineffective drainage, water
from the bath and hand basin dis-
charge over the paved ear park area.
New drains are required.

8. An old wood stove is still In
position. This should be removed and
the gas stove placed in the recess.
The broken flume Immediately In
front of the stove should be repaired.

All these deficiencies are of a fairly major
nature. There should not be such deficien-
cies in any premises where food is handled.
Nevertheless, this is a Government-con-
trolled tourist attraction.

Mr. T. 1). Evans: These deficiencies must
have existed during the 12 years of the
former Government.

Mr. THOMPS01S: I cannot deny that.
Mr. H. D. Evans: Was the lease taken

out for a tearooms or for a total meal-
providing service?

Mr. THOMPSON: I think the lease
would have been taken for a total meal-
providing service.

Mr. H. D. Evans: No.
Mr. THOMPSON: The Minister would

know more about that than I do. Appar-
ently it was a lease for a tearooms only.
Even so the preparation of food, even if it
is a cup of tea and a plate of sandwiches,
can be as adversely affected by the con-
ditions described by the shire health in-
spector as a full meal. I really cannot see
any substance in the point the Minister
raised.

Mr. H. D. Evans: I am not registering
approbation.

Mr. THOMPSON: I cannot deny that
these deficiencies existed during the term
of the former Government. However, I do
not know whether the situation was ever
brought to the notice of the Parliament or
the responsible Ministers. I fail to see how
any Minister could allow the situation to
continue to exist.

I was pleased to hear the reply given to
a "Dorothy nix-er" asked this evening.

Mr. H. D. Evans: Fortuitous!
Mr. THOMPSON: I will say a little more

about that later on. For the moment I
would like to continue with my own com-
ments. A number of other Government in-
spectors have been involved in looking at
the facilities at the national park.

I believe an inspector from the Public
Health Department has been to the Park
and his report has been filed. Unfortun-
ately I1 did not give the Minister for Health
sufficient notice to enable him to make
available to me the Public Health Depart-
ment report. I am sure it would be a fairly
detrimental report because of the condi-
tions which exist at the park.

A short time ago I made reference to a
"Dorothy Dix-er" which was asked by the
member for Toodyay earlier today.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has 'fIve minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON: Thank You, Mr.
Speaker. I draw attention to the tone of
the question which reads in part-

(2) Does he agree that a new facility
of this kind is required?

(3) Is it proposed to rebuild the tea-
rooms at John Forrest National
Park?

(4) If so, when will tenders for pro-
posals be called?

(5) Will tenders be for tearooms
only?

(6) When will a new building be re-
quired to be completed and ready
for use?

Perhaps the member for Toodyay had suf-
ficient notice of the answer to the ques-
tion. I draw attention to some of the re-
Plies, because I believe they are rather
significant. These are-

(4) At the last meeting of the
National Parks Board a decision
to call tenders forthwith was
taken. The appropriate docu-
ments are being prepared.

5) Tenders for tearooms as well as
a. licensed dining room will be
called separately. A decision on
the type of facility to be built will
be made on receipt of tenders.

(6) It will be required that the pro-
posed new building be ready for
use at the expiration of the cur-
rent lease of the existing tea-
rooms.

I have the lease with mue. We have been
told by the Minister that the Government
Intends to call tenders immediately and
that the proposed new building will be
ready for use when the lease expires. The
present lease expires In 1976! The Gov-
ernment intends to call tenders, but the
building will not be completed until the
present lease expires in 1976.

Mr. O'Neil: It will take longer to build
than the Ord River Darn.

Mr. THOMPSON: This "Dorothy Dix-er"
has backfired on the Minister. The Oov-
ermnent has tried to indicate that some-
thing will happen immediately, but it can-
not happen until 1976.

Mr. H. D. Evans: There are two diffi-
culties. In the first place, it would be
regrettable to terminate the lease of the
present lessee. Secondly, a start would be
made Immediately if the lessee were pre-
pared to relinquish the lease.

Mr. THOMPSON: This is another of
the Government's tricks. It indicates that
immediate action will be taken in a par-
ticular area when, in fact, nothing can be
done for three years.

Mr. H. D. Evans: What does the hon-
ourable member suggest should be done?
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Mr. THOMPSON: Repairs should be
made to the buildings immediately. The
Government should examine closely the
generous offer made by the present lessees.

Mr. H. D. Evans: What was it?
Mr. THOMPSON: The lessees are pre-

pared to put up $40,000 ithe Government
guarantees $80,000. In other words, a
$100,000 facility will be provided on the
present site in the national park.

Mr. H. D. Evans: Over what period of
lease?

Mr. THOMPSON: Over a long period:
it would be a 99-year lease.

Mr. H. D. Evans: That is right.
Mr. O'Connor: What was the counter

offer?
Mr. H. D. Evans: It was not as mag-

nificent an offer as the honourable member
made out.

Mr. THOMPSON: I believe the Govern-
ment could negotiate with the lessees and
get a facility which would cost the State
nothing. This facility would be of advan-
tage to the State.

Mr. H. D. Evans: This is being done
now.

Mr. THOMPSON: A great deal of money
will need to be spent on the present
facility. In the next few days when the
reports are tabled by various Government
inspectors, the Government will have to
state what it intends to do about the
unsatisfactory situation surrounding the
tearooms in the national park.

Mr. H. D. Evans: If the lessee is pre-
pared to relinquish his lease, it can start
right away.

Mr. THOMPSON: Why should he? He
has spent $20,000 of his own money.

Mr. H. fl. Evans: Do you mean we
should give him a selective deal?

Mr. THOMPSON: This man was pre-
pared to work under those conditions for
five years. He is now prepared to put up
more money and I believe the Government
should look at his proposition and negoti-
ate to arrive at a solution which Is bene-
ficial to both parties. The Government
will have to find money to rectify the situ-
ation. and in 1976 it will have to expend
more money for a new unit.

Mr. H. D. Evans: Would you suggest that
Matilda Bay or King's Park should be
given to a particular individual?

Mr. THOMPSON: How did this man ob-
tain the lease in the first place?

Mr. H. D). Evans: By tender.
Mr. THOMPSON: I suggest that the

lessee was not aware of the dire situation
existing in the Park until he started work-
ing there.

Mr. H. D. Evans: Before he tenders for
a lease he should know what the circum-
stances are.

Mr. THOMPSON: The circumstances
have now been brought to the attention of
the National Parks Board, and the Gov-
ernment must do something about it.

Mr. Moiler: Before you sit down, what
do you suggest-

The SPEAKER: The honour able mem-
ber's time has expired.

Mr. THOMPSON: Perhaps I could ask
for an extension of time to deal with the
question raised by the member for Tood-
yay?

Sir Charles Court: No harm in trying!

MR. NALDER (Katanning) r8.02 pi.m.]:
First of all, Mr. Speaker, I would like to
express to you our gratitude for your de-
cision to allow members to remove their
coats in the Chamber when the weather
is oppressive. I have felt that this rule
should have been relaxed or altered a long
time ago: this decision was well overdue.
I realise that we may only take advantage
of your ruling when the weather is op-
pressive, but I feel that members will be
reasonable in this regard.

I would like to add my congratulations
to those expressed already to the member
for Blackwood. I sincerely hope the time
he spends here during the last session of
this Parliament will be interesting and re-
warding.

I would also like to refer to the resig-
nation of the member for Bunbury. I re-
gretted the necessity for his resignation
because I feel he made a valuable contri-
bution to debates which took place while
he was a member. His speeches in the
House were always well prepared. I wish
him well In his future activities.

In moving the motion for the adoption
of the Address-in-Reply, I am pleased
that the member for Canning cleared up
a situation which was a bone of contention
on the part of the then Opposition during
196? and 1968. 1 remember the member
for Warren and the member for Collie
moving motions on a number of occasions
criticising the then Government and the
then Minister for Agriculture for not tak-
ing action to deal with problems associated
with the rural Industry. I feel that the
member for Canning has now cleared up
the issue and Put those two members on
the right track. I will quote from his
speech to refresh the minds of members
about the remarks of the member for Can-
ning at the opening of this current session
of Parliament. He said-

There is ahead of us on this occa-
sion a much more hopeful outlook in
respect of the economic situation.
Since taking office the Government
has been beset by the backlash in
Western Australia of an Australia-
wide recession, derived from inter-
national trade and currency troubles
unequalled for a generation.
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I congratulate the member for Canning
for putting the record straight. I wish
these sentences could be underlined In
Hansard so that future members will know
the truth about the situfatlon which existed
several years ago. It Is very pleasing to
realise that at least one person on the
Government benches is prepared to recog-
nise that a Problem has existed for a long
Period of time. As a matter of fact I feel
It could be said quite truthfully that the
Predictions, comments, and criticisms made
by the Opposition members at that time
were completely untrue. Over the period
of time these members have occupied the
Treasury benches, they have done abso-
lutely nothing to correct the situation.
This is apparent from the comments made
by the member for Canning at the opening
of Parliament.

I am sorry the Premier Is not in his
seat because I wish to express my concern
about his decision, so early in the session.
to extend the hours of Parliament on
Thursday nights. I have been In this
House for 26 Years, and this Is the first
time such a move has been considered
necessary. In my opinion It is Quite un-
necessary. As a matter of fact, the situ-
ation In this House last Thursday night
was regrettable,

The SPEAKER: Order! There is too
much audible conversation.

Mr. NALDER: I sat here until the House
adjourned and only two or three Ministers
and 10 Government back-benchers were
present during the evening. I drew this
fact to the attention of members on this
side of the House, and they can verify my
statement. If the Opposition had decided
to walk out the Government would not
have had a quorum.

I am glad the Premier Is now returning
to his seat because I feel that if the Gov-
ernment considers It is necessary to sit
after tea on Thursdays to carry out Its
business, at least the Government members
should set an example by their attendance
in the Chamber. I sincerely hope this
regrettable situation does not occur again.
I would like the Government to extend to
members of the Opposition the same cour-
tesies which were extended to its members
over the Years. As long as I have been
here the House has adjourned at tea time
on a Thursday afternoon for four, five, or
six weeks. If we wish to keep up a high
standard of debate in this Chamber, It is
vitally necessary that the Government and
the Opposition work in full co-operation.

I therefore make a plea to the Premier
to revert to our previous custom. Many
of the country members are seriously In-
convenienced by remaining here for two
or three hours after tea on a Thursday
night, but they have always been prepared
to co-operate in the past. However, I feel

the Government set a bad example last
week when 10 or more of Its members were
absent from the Chamber. Such occur-
rences tend to depreciate the standard
which has been upheld in the House in
Years gone by.

I will deal with several other matters
later, but I would like to express very
strongly my support for the comments
made by the Leader of the Opposition In
his speech during the Address-in-Reply.
It is obvious that the electors throughout
Australia, and particularly Western Aus-
tralia, are very concerned about the activi-
ties in Canberra at the beginning of this
year. Perhaps I should say at the end of
1972, because many people were most con-
cerned about what they would see next on
television or read In the Press. The bases
of our community and national life, the
things which made Australia great )n the
eyes of people overseas, wvere being chal-
lenged and are still being challenged, if I
read correctly the reports which have ap-
peared in the Press over the last day or
so. It is patently obvious that some of
the Propositions being put forward by way
of amendments to legislation will not be
accepted by the electors of this country.
I believe this will be shown quite clearly
in the by-election which will take place
next Saturday. I know that many Labor
supporters in the electorate of Bunbury
are most unhappy.

Mr. Lapham: A lot of them are happy,
too.

Mr. NALER: If I were making a pre-
diction from the information I have ob-
tained from various quarters I would say
that there is no doubt whatever about the
result of the election. I would like to say
to the member for Karrinyup that the
election will be Influenced more by the
actions of the Commonwealth Government
than by those of the State Government-
perhaps I should refer to the "Australian
Government". I am sure that my Predic-
tion will not be very far out.

Mr. Lapham: We will not have long to
wait.

Mr. NALDER: Yes, we will know the
result soon. I am continually reminded
by people-apparently their memory Is not
short-lived-about what occurred when
the State Government took office In 1971.
I do not intend to go over these matters
again.

It is rather surprising to know that when
we talk to people about these matters they
are quite prepared to take their minds
back over the past 12 or 18 months.

Mr. Lapham: We hope they do.
Mr. NALER: When they do they will

find that the situation at Present is com-
pletely changed from what it was then.

I now wish to raise a number of
matters as a representative of a
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country electorate, and as someone
with an interest in the general develop-
ment of this State and its effect on the
Commonwealth. One matter in Particular
is the situation surrounding our Stock
numbers at the moment. Here again, I
am sorry the Minister for Agriculture is
not present in the Chamber.

M. Taylor: He is.

Mr. NALDER: Well, he Is not in his
seat; I beg the Minister's pardon.

Mr. Brown: He is going forward.

Mr. NALDER: I hope the Minister will
support the several propositions I intend
to put forward and will take them further
than Western Australia. Over the last
few weeks a great deal has been said about
the stock numbers in this State. Yester-
day week I attended a function at which a
Mr. Edwards was opening a conference of
representatives of the co-operative move-
ment in Western Australia and he said that
in the last few Years the sheep numbers
throughout the Commonwealth had been
decreased by at least 18,000,000.

1 would think that you, Mr. Speaker,
would sum up this situation very quickly by
realising that that number would represent
more than half the greatest number of
sheep Western Australia has ever Pro-
duced. Mr. Edwards went on to say that
there Is something like 10 per cent. less
mnerino wool available in the world today.
He did not say that this was attributable
to the reduced number of sheep in Aus-
tralia, but I take It that by far the biggest
portion of that 10 Per cent. he referred to
would represent the lesser quantity of
merino wool that is available In Australia.
.In fact I have evidence to prove the point
he made in that there is less merino wool
available in Western Australia at the
moment than there has been in past years,
because I understand that one of the sales
at Albany has been cancelled due to the
lack of wool coming into store.

As a result of the cancellation of this
sale suggestions have been made that those
who have wool at Albany could have it
transferred to Fremantle for sale if they
so desired.

T think everyone in the wool industry
knew last year that there would be a large
drop in the numbers of sheep in this State.
because lambing was very poor. I have not
seen the actual figure, but I would estimate
that the number of lambs marketed this
year would be well under 50 per cent. of
the number marketed in other years. On
that basis, If the position does not improve
progressively, our sheep numbers will con-
tinue to drop. In reply to a question I
asked of the Minister for Agriculture about
the number of sheep slaughtered at the
Midland abattoir and at Robb Jetty, he
said that 1.175.019 had been slaughtered
at the Midland abattoir and 404.101 at
Robb Jetty. He also advised me that the
number of lambs that had been handled

through the Lamb Marketing Board since
its inception until the 14th March last was
262,459, and that the lambs sold by public
auction at the Midland saleyards during
the same Period numbered 65,111.

These figures represent an estimate that
may be fairly accurate, but to them we
have to add the number of sheep slaught-
ered at private abattoirs and at all the
country killing establishments. I do not
know what percentage these sheep numbers
would be of the numbers slaughtered at the
service abattoirs, but the information I am
about to disclose came from a reliable
source. Since about the last week in Octo-
ber until about a fortnight ago, an average
of approximately 93,000 sheep have been
offered for sale at Midland Junction every
week. I admit, of course, that nowhere
near that number of sheep would be
slaughtered, but that is an indication of the
number of sheep that were on the move
this year, Plus the fact that some have been
exported to the Eastern States.

I will now quote some figures compiled
by the Commonwealth Bureau of Census
and Statistics on the 26th March, 1973,
but I1 am not sure how they were collated.
In round figures I will quote only the yearly
total of sheep In Western Australia from
1967 to 1972. The figures are as follows-

1967-68 .. ... 30,000,000
1968-69 .... .. .... 32.900,000
1969-70 ..
1970-1
1971-72 ..

.... .... 33,600,000

.... .... 34,100,000
34,400,000

From these figures it can be seen that in
1971-72 there was a drop in sheep num-
bers of about 300,000. 1 am not sure
whether some revision of these figures will
be made, or whether they are the total
final figures, but to me there seems to be
a difference between the number of lambs
produced in a normal season and the
total number assessed in this report. I
would not criticise the figures, but It
would seem there is a greater number than
could be expected because of the poor
lambing Year.

I have quoted that figure because it
supports the argument I intend to put
forward; that is, I believe all sections
of the sheep industry should get together
as soon as possible to assess the situation
in Western Australia. Speaking with my
knowledge of the South-West Land Divi-
sion, I think everyone is aware that there
is a grave, shortage of feed in many areas
throughout that part of the State. I do
not know whether the position Is any
different in the pastoral districts. In
fact, I think the areas where good falls
of rain have been experienced have been
offset by those which have not had much
rainfall.

I believe the situation is so serious-I
emphasise this-that we should be taking
note of all the advice that we can get and
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taking every action possible to increase the
sheep numbers in this State. I believe it
will be necessary for us to keep alive every
lamb born this year. In fact, one ex-
porter told me only the other day that he
knew of 2,000 ewes in lamb that had been
sent, to the abattoirs for slaughter. In my
view this would be almost criminal because
of the situation with which we are faced
at the moment, and when we are seeking
to increase our sheep numbers in this State.

As you, Mr. Speaker, would readily
acknowledge, it is important to do this,
especially in view of the price that is
being offered for sheep today, and also
in view of the high wool prices at the
current sales. It will also have a great
effect on our production of cereals, to
which I vwill refer in a moment. Therefore
the Minister for Agriculture would be doing
this State a good turn by calling together
representatives of the Farmers' Union and
the pastoralists to indicate to the pro-
ducers in Western Australia how important
it is to accept all the advice his depart-
ment can make available now and not wait
until the rains come. In view of the poor
start to the current season it will be
necessary for many producers to take
greater precautions than they are taking
now to save those lambs that will be born:
because this will mean a great deal to a
State that is depending to a large extent
on the sheep industry and also to the
overall assessment of whether a farmer
will make a valuable contribution in the
Production of sheep and wool for Western
Australia.

I now wish to refer briefly to the situa-
tion in regard to cereals. I think many
people are in a quandary as to the best
steps they should take. The Common-
wealth Minister for Primary Industry has
indicated it will be necessary to produce
a large quantity of wheat. However I
have my doubts as to whether Western
Australia will be able to produce the quant-
ity that has been suggested by the Wheat
Federation. Every effort should be made
to ensure that all farmers are encouraged
to produce as much as possible, because
it is obvious that at the moment there
is a ready sale for wheat at fairly lucra-
tive prices.

Of course we do not know what will
happen in other parts of the world in six
months' time: certain events could change
the situation completely, but it is fairly
obvious from what has been said by those
in authority who are aware of the true
situation that it is imperative we produce
as much as possible not only of wheat, but
also of barley and oats. I therefore hope
the Minister will give every encourage-
ment to those in the farming areas to
make an all-out effort In this regard.

The SPEAKER: Order! I must ask mem-
bers to keep quiet.

Mr. NALDER: There Is another proposal
I wish to Put forward, and I hope the Min-
ister for Agriculture will give consideration
to it. It is a situation that affects not only
this State, but also every other State in
the Commonwealth. In fact it would be ab-
solutely necessary to have the full back-
ing and support of the Commonwealth
Government if a solution is to be found to
the problem. In this State in recent years
we have been plagued with adverse seas-
onal conditions. We have had our run of
good seasons, but it is accepted that al-
though we have enjoyed a good season
generally, many farmers have been un-
fcrtunate enough to miss out. Even on a
district basis, most farmers may have en-
joyed a good season but some have not
been so fortunate.

This seems to be the pattern of rainfall
not only here, but also in other parts of
the Commcnwvealth. Not only have we been
Plagued by bad seasons, but we have also
had to contend with the international sit-
uation to which I referred earlier and over
which we have no control whatsoever. We
just have to hope that before long condi-
Lions will change.

The Minister has my sympathy because
I know only too well that when I was in
the Position I had to go cap in hand to the
Commonwealth to seek some assistance for
the farmers in difficulties. I have no time
tonight to explain those difficulties, but I
think everyone knows what occurred some
three or four years ago. The price of land
rose and the farmers were encouraged to
spend money on development. As a matter
of fact I recall only too well that some
farmers went to the Development Bank
and asked for $10,000 to assist them. They
wvere told that $10,000 was not enough and
that they could have $30,000 or $40,000.
The farmers were encouraged to spend
that money and then a few years later.
when Lhings were deteriorating, that same
bank demanded that some of the money be
repaid.

I am advocating that we should estab-
lish some financial institution, maybe even
within thle present set-up. We should have
some system under which in times when
agriculture is not enjoying the best condi-
tions, whether because of drought or some
other reason, money can be made avail-
able to assist the farmers. We should not
reiy entirely on the system which operates
at Present. I have been able to obtain de-
tails of the system which operates in the
United States of America and in this re-
gard I am appreciative of the co-opera-
lion of the Agriculture Attache in Can-
berra who sent me the details.

I am not suggesting we should adopt the
system of the United States without study-
ing it. A credit facility is available in Am-
erica and in times of difficulty any farm-
ers can call 3n it for help. As a matter of
fact, it is run by the farmers themselves
in the various agricultural areas. I believe
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a similar scheme should be established
here to assist not only the State and Fed-
eral Governments, but also the farmers
who would be able to continue with the
work they have beg-un.

Over the last two years we have lost too
many experienced farmers. 1 met one in
Hay Street not many weeks ago. Hie had
developed what I would term an ideal farm.
He was a Jack-of-all trades and had built
his own house-a beautiful stone building
made from the stones on the Property. He
had done all the work himself, including
cleating the land, sinking dams, fencing,
roads, and cattle pits-everything one
could think of. He made a fantastic job of
it. His son who was also involved in the
work with him is now a health surveyor at,
I think, Midland, while the father is a
counterhand in a firm in Hay Street- All
the education, advice, and assistance in the
world will not produce farmers of the cali-
bre of the person about whom I am speak-
1P-7. We have lost too many of his type
from the industry,,. We just cannot afford
this. We should have a system under
w.hich money is readily available during
bad seasons so that it is not necessary to
wait 12 or 18 months for a Government to
make a decision as to whether or not the
finance will be provided. We should have
an organisation geared to help immediately
these people to carry on,

I am definitely not making a plea for in-
efficiency. I am making a plea for assist-
ance for those who are in an important
industry and whom we wish to retain in
that industry. We do not want them to be
pushed off their farms because of an unfor-
tunate situation arising from financial
problems or seasonal conditions.

If any member would care to study it,
I have information on the system in force
in the United States and on which we
could base a similar scheme which would
make a valuable contribution to agriculture
in Australia.

Turning to another subject, I was a little
intrigued about an article which appeared
in the Press recently. I am referring to the
differences of opinion between the Minister
for Agriculture and the Minister for Con-
sumer Protection concerning the price of
eggs and I do not think the matter has
been clarified for the public. On the 14th
March in the DailY News an article stated
that the Minister for Consumer Protection
and the Chairman of the Egg Marketing
Board gave conflicting versions the previous
evening concerning who was responsible
for authorising changes in the price of
eggs. The article stated that the chairman
of the board said the Government had
taken the ability to vary the price of eggs
out of the hands of the board. It further
indicated that the Minister told the board
that there could be no price rise without
his approval.

Mr. Taylor: That is referring to the
minister for Labour.

Mr. NALDER: Yes.
Mr. Taylor: That was completely untrue.

I had not spoken to that gentleman for
something like six to eight months.

Mr. NALDER: In my opinion this matter
should be clarified.

Mr. Taylor: Misreporting1 obviously.
Mr. NALDER: I believe this type of art-

icle does nothing but harm.
Mr. Taylor: Agreed.
Mr. NALDER: I am glad I raised the Mat-

ter because people outside have a wrong
impression of what is occurring. That state-
ment has never been corrected and the
public are still confused.

Mr. Taylor: It was corrected. When
approached I said that I had not spoken
to the gentleman and did not know what
he was talking about.

Mr. NALDER: I have not read any cor-
rected version.

Mr. Taylor: The answers to your ques-
tions should have clarified the matter,
surely.

Mr. NALDER: in the same article it was
stated-

Egg producers' demands for a 4c
rise in the retail price of eggs is not
justified, says the Consumer Action
Movement.

Its secretary, Mrs. Ruth Coleman,
said today that producers had already
been given increases to cover higher
feed costs.

I do not believe that to be correct because,
in answer to a question I asked, the Mini-
ster indicated very clearly that the price
the producers have received over the last
two years has decreased. I amn sure the
Minister can verify that statement.

Mr. H. D. Evans: There has been no in-
crease since 1971.

Mr. NALDER: The article continues--
The Agriculture Minister, Mr. Evans,

said any decision to increase the retail
price of eggs would rest with the Egg
Marketing Board.

That is what the Minister just indicated.
Further down the article continues--

Mrs. Coleman said: "Egg producers
have already received on most grades
of eggs a 6c increase within the past
month.

That is completely false and yet the con-
sumers of eggs in this State have read that
article and want to know why the crazy
egg producers are requesting another 4c
increase when they have only just received
a c increase.
Mr. Rushton: She is a member of the

consumer protection authority, too.
Mr. NALDER: Just imagine the con-

fusion when conflicting reports are pub-
lished which condemn in the eyes of the
public the producers who are doing a re-
markably good job.
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Mr. O'Neil: Mrs. Coleman Is in the
Labor Senate team and also writes f or
the Sunday Independent.

Mr. NALDER: In my view it is com-
pletely wrong when incorrect information
is not refuted. I could not see any correc-
tion in the Press, but the Minister's ans-
wer to my question indicates very clearly
that the information given in the Press
was false and that the egg producers have
not received an increase in the Price of
their eggs for at least two years.

Mr. Rushton: Is she not in the Labor
Senate team as well?

Mr. Davies: She would do very well.

Mr. NALDER: flow is my time going.
Mr. Speaker?

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has another five minutes.

Mr. NALDER: I did wish to speak on
several other matters, but time is against
me. However, I will deal with the problem
of water supplies. The Minister for Water
Supplies knows my views on the subject
and he is fully aware of the problem.

I believe that it is the responsibility of
every person in this country to ensure,
firstly that water is not wasted, and, sec-
ondly, that everything possible is done to
conserve It. Water must be conserved and
it must be conserved as quickly as possible
or this country will experience a water
shortage. In my book this should have
number one priority or we will find our-
selves before very long in an embarrassing
position if we experience another bad sea-
son or two such as those we have faced in
the past. Then we will be able to do nothing
about the Problem because it cannot be
tackled in a short period. We must adopt
a long-range Plan to do everything possible
to conserve the water we have.

In the last remaining few moments I
will deal very briefly with transport as it
affects decentralisation. For a long time
I have believed that in order to encourage
people and industry away from capital
cities we must Provide a greater incentive
transportwise. The population in the
metropolitan area is ever increasing. If
the money used in the metropolitan area
to eater for this increased population were
Instead utilised to Provide subsidies-per-
haps "subsidies" is not the right word-
industry and people would be encouraged
to go into the country. Subsidised freight
costs for the transport of raw materials to
their destination and for the return of the
finished Product to the port for export
would provide a tremendous incentive. The
transport problem in the metropolitan
area to and from the city and between one
suburb and another would be alleviated.
Under the present system the cost of trans-
port will increase and we will not achieve
the desired decentralisation.

The State and Commonwealth Govern-
ments should get together to decide how
far they can go In subsidising the freight
on raw materials from the seaboard to the
town in which the industry concerned is
prepared to establish Itself. We must re-
member that in the country land is readily
available and the cost is attractive. If we
introduced a subsidised freight scheme we
would attract people and industry into the
country and this In turn would overcome
many of the problems we are lacing today.
Ultimately it would be the responsibility
of the Government to pay the freight. If
it did this we would be much better off
than we are today.

If this were to happen we would achieve
a decentralised situation in a practical
way, and very much quicker than In any
other way. I hope this matter will not be
passed over without further thought. As a
matter of fact, I have suggested this to an
authority which has been very pleased to
look at It. I would be surprised if a pro-
posal is not brought forward within the
next few months. I believe it is Important
and I leave the matter with the House.

MR. BRYCE (Ascot) [8.46 P.m.]: Dur-
Ing the course of this debate-commencing
with the words of the Leader of the Oppo-
sition-many members opposite have been
assigned-or have assigned themselves-to
the task of denigrating the achievements of
the new Commonwealth Labor Govern-
ment. I suppose to some extent this
is almost understandable because it con-
stitutes a fundamental reaction to the
rejection of their party by the people at
the polls recently.

The theme of the vilification was estab-
ished by the Leader of the Opposition In
his characteristic use of extravagant and
exaggerated language. I want to refer very
briefly to some of the remarks made by
the Leader of the Opposition so that I can
Illustrate the point I wish to make about
his Persistent use of extravagant and
grossly exaggerated language. The first
of his remarks appears on page 41 of
Hansard. and I Quote as follows-

Since
ment a
which
amount

we last met as a State Perlis-
lot has happened in Australia
has caused a tremendous
of apprehension and concern.

The operative Phrase Is "apprehension
and concern". I wonder precisely which
very selective vested interest group con-
stitutes the people who feel apprehension
and concern. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion continued-

In fact I would go so far as to say
that some of the events of the last
three months have been quite devas-
tating so far as the credibility, the
goodwill, and the reputation of this
nation of ours are concerned.
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The operative Phrase here is 'devastating
so far as the credibility and goodwill of
the nation are concerned".

Sir Charles Court: Well, that is true.
Mr. BRYCE: I wonder if the Leader of

the Opposition, when he used those words,
was referring to countries such as South
Africa. Rhodesia, Taiwan, and other simi-
lar places.

Sir Charles Court: I was referring to
America, Britain, Europe, and Japan.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. BRYCE: The Leader of the Opposit-

ion continued-
I think it is fair to say that none of

us ever bargained on the raw deal we
have had from the Whitiam Labor
Government in Canberra since it was
returned to office on the 2nd flecember
last.

The operative phrase here is "raw deal".
I wonder just precisely who the Leader of
the Opposition is referring to when he
refers, in such generalised terms, to a "raw
deal".

Another claim which appears in the
speech made by the Leader of the Opposit-
ion Is on page 42 of Hansard, and is as
follows--

we have seen actions taken in the
Federal sphere during the last three
months which, whilst they might be
legally right, are certainly morally
very wrong.

The operative phrase concerns the differ-
ence between what Is legally right and what
is morally right. I wonder how many
people in Western Australia-in this House
and outside of this House-consider that
the Leader of the Opposition would be the
last person in the world to set himself up
as a judge on the question of the difference
between what is legally right and what is
morally right in terms of Government
action.

The Leader of the Opposition further
stated-

I was staggered by the viciousness
and speed with which the present ad-
ministration In Canberra moved in and
did some of the things which we felt
the Government would talk about but
which it would not implement.

The operative phrase here, of course, is
"viciousness and speed". I wonder, had
the Leader of the Opposition become the
Prime Minister of the new Government~
with a change of Government after 23
years-whether the operative words would
have been. "great vigour, vitality, enthus-
iasm, and p'o-ress".

In contrast to the remarks made by the
Leader of the Opposition, the Governor-
General in his opening Speech in the Fed-
eral Parliament pointed out to the people
of Australia that the new Government was

anxious to build a more tolerant, a more
open, a more humane, a more equal, and a
more unified society. Naturally, Mr. Speak-
er, such a laudible aim is likely to prove
quite unpalatable to members opposite.

Mr. Rushton: Who do you think wrote
the Speech?

Mr. BRYCE: In view of the heavy criti-
cism meted out to the new Federal Govern-
ment I am pleased to have this opportunity
to Place on record some of the tremendous
decisions and courageous actions taken
during the first 100 days of the new Gov-
ernment, which the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in this House-and some of his
extremist followers on the Opposition
benches-regard as a raw deal; a cause for
apprehension and concern; devastating to
the credibility and goodwill of our nation;
and having been implemented with a
viciousness and speed unparalleled in the
nation's history. To top the list I1 will
refer to the immediate financial relief to
the Pensioners of this country.

Mr. Bertram: Hear, hear!
Mr. BRYCE: I wonider if the pensioners

view their relief as a raw deal, or whether
they were satisfied. Two increases of $1.50
have been promised, and one increase has
already been implemented for the pen-
sioners. The pension will be increased
until it reaches 25 per cent. of the average
weekly earnings. Furthermore, the pay-
ment which has been made was backdated
to the 2nd December. No longer will It be
necessary for special reciprocal arrange-
ments to be made between Governments
of different countries to enable Australian
citizens overseas to enjoy their pensions.

A national scheme for compensation and
rehabilitation is envisaged for people who
suffer personal injury; particularly, the
breadwinner. Action has been taken in this
respect and a committee has been appoint-
ed under Mr. Justice Woodhouse to inquire
into the scheme. I am not exactly sure to
whom this wvould constitute a raw deal, or
be a cause for apprehension or concern.

I would suggest that the ratification of
the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty to
the Federal Government has been to the
benefit not only of Western Australians and
other Australians, but also to the citizens
of the world-Particularly peace-loving
people.

Referring to the National Service Act.
conscription has been abolished. I wonder
who would regard the abolition of con-
scription as having been implemented with
viciousness and g-reat speed. Surely this
has divided this nation more than any
other legislation.

Perhaps one of the most momentous de-
cisions of the new Federal Labor Govern-
ment has been the decision to create the
Australiar Schools Commission. An in-
terim committee has already been set up
comprising representatives from all over
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the Commonwealth. Members opposite
conveniently overlook the fact that this
sort of commission will guarantee a much
greater equality of opportunity in educa-
tion than ever existed previously, The
previous Federal Government, during the
last 23 years, has refused to extend its edu-
cational responsibilities claiming it was a
constitutional responsibility of the States.

I now refer to the abolition of fees for
entry to tertiary education institutions. I
wonder who would consider that action
to be a raw deal, and I wonder who felt
apprehension and concern. I also wonder
which country now considers that our
credibility has been devastated because of
actions such as this.

The universal health insurance scheme
is already well and truly under way. A
very small minority of doctors may con-
sider that to be a raw deal.

A task force of inquiry into migration
matters has been set up. It will Inquire
into the problems of the migrants who
have made a tremendous contribution to
the development of this nation. Many
migrants have been beset by a great variety
of different problems in recent times. The
new Minister for Immigration has already
announced the setting up of the task
force and I am particularly pleased to note
that it will take some interest In the
problems which beset the migrants in
Western Australia.

The Commonwealth has decided to ac-
quire a pharmaceutical manufacturing
company. No member in this House-or
in any other Parliament in Australia-
could deny that one of the most scandalous
charges made in respect of health ser-
vices is that associated with the cost of
drugs. It Is Pleasing to me-and I know
it is also pleasing to my colleagues on this
side of the House-to know that the Com-
monwealth Government has entered this
field in a direct and positive fashion in an
attempt to reduce the cost of medication.

The new Commonwealth and State
Housing Agreement is a concept with a
highly principled social purpose.

For the first time we see that a national
Government will have a close look at cer-
tain sacred cows in an economic sense.
This will bring about fundamental justice
in the economy. I refer, firstly, to the
establishment of prices justification mach-
inery. The Whitlam Government will also
enter the field of consumer protection-
as a national Government-for the first
time. Machinery has already been set up
for this purpose, and it will strengthen the
laws against restrictive trade practices.

I am delighted to note that the national
Labor Government has acted positively
on budgetary assistance. The new
Government has already handed out

$50,900,000 by way of assistance to the
State Governments throughout Australia
to assist with budgetary problems.

The Australian Industry Development
Corporation is to be expanded. This Is one
of the most remarkable institutions created
by the previous Government and I am
pleased to acknowledge that it is affection-
ately referred to as the 'McEwen" bank.
It is intended to use that instrumentality
to buy back a very substantial portion of
Australian resources which were allocated
heedlessly and without any regard for
planning whatever during the life of the
previous Federal Goverment.

The new national Labor Government is
interested in a maximum degree of Aus-
tralian ownership and control.

A special Department of Northern De-
velopment has been created in Canberra to
co-operate with the Western Australian
Government, the Northern Territory, and
the Queensland Government. The empha-
sis will he on co-operation. 1 just wonder
who would consider that action to be a raw
deal, or a cause for some apprehension and
concern.

Referring to the ratification of inter-
national conventions and agreements, tn
International Convention on the Elimina-
tion of all Forms of Racial Discrimination
has been signed by the new national Labor
Government.

I look very closely at the faces of some
members opposite when I ask: Exactly to
whom does this constitute a raw dleal?
Which members Opposite feel a sense of
apprehension and concern because the new
national Government in Australia has
agreed to the International Convention on
the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Dis-
crimination? Furthermore, we have the
I.L.O. Convention on Freedom of Associa-
tion and Protection of the Right to Organ-
ise dated 1948, the L.L.O. Convention on the
Right to Organise and Collective Bargain-
ing dated 1949. and the L.L.O. Equal Re-
muneration Convention dated 1951? The
dates are significant. international deci-
sions were made In respect of these matters
and they were never ratified by a Tory
Government in Canberra.

Ultimately, the vote has been extended
to 18-year-olds. I can understand, In the
words of the Leader of the Opposition, a
sense of apprehensioni and concern, because
in places where conservatives have op-
posed the extension of the franchise to the
younger generation-by that I mean parti-
cularly the people between the ages of 18
and 21-their policies and politicians have
paid the price on the hustings. I can well
understand that this is a cause for appre-
hension and concern.

Clear and constructive attempts have
been made to introduce electoral reform
and remove malapportionment in elector-
ates for the House of Representatives-a
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great step forward and one which I wel- Sir Charles Court: I wish you would re-
come. Once again, I suggest a group of
representatives in this House would con-
sider it to be a raw deal.

The action taken by the new Federal
Government which has probably consti-
tuted a raw deal and a cause for some
concern and apprehension to the Leader
of the Opposition is the admirable action
that has been taken by that Government
in connection with political terrorism and
violence associated with political terrorism
in this country. I listened with great
patience not only to the Leader of the Op-
Position but also to successive speakers on
the opposite side, and I waited in vain to
hear one of them denounce this very ter-
rifying dimension in Australian politics.

Sir Charles Court: We have all de-
nounced it.

Mr. BRYCE: Not one speaker on the
Opposition benches has raised his
voice against this state of affairs. There
are numerous other matters but I do not
intend-

Mr. H-utchinson: Be sensible!

Mr. BRYCE: The member for Cottesloe
has not risen to his 1ect to denounce it
and hie is usually the first to denounce any-
body demonstrating in the streets.

Sir Charles Court: What did You do
about nazism and fascism? Not a thing.

Mr. R. L. Young: There are more bombs
in Ploreat Park than in Sydney.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. BTtYCE: I could quote many actions
which have been taken by the new Fed-
eral Government but I do no~t Propose to
turn this into a pseudo Federal forum.
There are two particular actions that have
been taken by the new Federal Labor
Government which have very important
implications for Western Australia as well
as for people in other parts of the coun-
try. I would like to examine them more
closely. I believe all members of this House
should give some serious thought to the
stad the Government has taken on the
question of political terrorism and the fact
that the role of ASI.. is now under
question.

The next matter relates exclusively to
the question of the new Federal Govern-
ment's attitude towards the rape of Aus-
tralian resources through the lack of plan-
ning and co-ordination by previous Fed-
eral Governments, and the attitude of the
new Federal Government towards foreign
investment.

Mr. R. L. Young: Did you hear the Fed-
eral Attorney-General's statement in the
House today?

Mr. BRYCE: I will speak about these
issues in miy own wa and in my own
time.

member this when you are interjecting on
other people all the imie. You cannot take
interjections.

Mr. BRYCE: I do not mind interjections.
I fully appreciate that they are contrary
to the Purpose and the spirit and the
Standing Orders of this House. I do not
have the slightest objection to interjections.

The question of terrorism
highlighted by the events of a
political group in this country
weeks.

has been
particular
in recent

Mr. W. A. Manning: I thought it was
trade unions.

Mr. BRYCE: It was upsetting, to some
extent, tQ sit in the Chamber and hear the
lng succession of Government speakers-

Mr. O'Neil: We have not had that yet.
Mr. BPYCE: My error: the long succes-

sion of Opposition speakers over the period
of six days or so in which this debate has
taken place. Those members of Parlia-
ment have had the opportunity to stand
on their feet and declare their position in
respect of this important question.

Mr. Thompson: They have. There is
terrorism in this State.

Mr. BRYCE: Instead, they have chosen
t3 play party politics because of a by-elec-
tion in a town 120 miles away. They have
preoccupied themselves with a relatively
minor industrial dispute-

Mr. O'Neil: Minor?
Sir Charles Court: Blackmail and per-

sonal Intimidation.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. BRYCE: Do members opposite com-

pare that for one minute with death and
destruction by bombing?

Mr. R. L. Young: A fellow was gaoled for
five years for planting a bomb in the office
&I the Department of National Service.

Mr. BRYCE: I am not really con-
cerned-

Several members Interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! Every member

has a chance to speak. Every member has
the right to be heard. I ask members to
keep order. The member for Ascot.

Mr, BRYCE: To complete the sentence
that was misrepresented, I am not con-
cerned about the question of the political
spectrum. The Australian Labor Party as
the Government of this State and this
nation is opposed to all forms of political
extremism and terrorism.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. BRYCE: The opposition spokesmen

were up on their hind legs about peaceful
demonstrations against the Vietnam war.
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The right to demonstrate was their funda-
mental issue of law and order which was
exploited by members opposite when some
thousands of citizens in this State peace-
fully demonstrated through the streets of
Perth. Members opposite spoke about the
inconvenience to motorists, passers-by, and
shoppers. How does that compare with
their concern about threats that have been
made on the life of the Prime Minister
and the Attorney-General of this country
in recent weeks? Not one of them rose
in his place to denounce the actions of
Senator Greenwood in concealing the
existence of this conspiracy. Not one of
them rose in his place to denounce Politi-
cal terrorism in a form we have never
known In this country.

Several members interjected.
The SPEARER: Order!

Mr. BRYCE: I wonder whether it was
simply because the Prime Minister and the
Attorney-General whose lives have been
threatened are Labor men, or is it simply
because the Liberals are only opposed to
Political extremism and terrorism from the
lef t.

Sir Charles Court: Do not give us that
nonsense. What about the threats on the
lives of people on this side?

Mr. BRYCE: The Prime Minister and
the Attorney-General of this country have
said in unmistakable terms that the Aus-
tralian Labor Party is opposed to political
terrorism whether it comes from the right
or the left, and I suggest that Is one of
the obvious differences between our two
parties. Senator Greenwood deliberately
concealed information about a conspira-
torial group in this country.

Mr. R. L. Young: Mr. Whitlam took a
long time to come out with his statement.

Mr. Graham: His popularity Is going up.
That is how much out of touch you people
are.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. BRYCE: The question
groups in Australia has been
by three particular events in
of the last 12 months. In
there were certain incursions
slavia.

of terrorist
highlighted
the course

June, 1972.
Into Yugo-

Mr. R. L. Young: Go back to 1971.

Mr. BRYCE: Nineteen men were in-
volved. six of whom were Australian citi-
zens and three of whom were former
Australian residents. In July, 1972, there
was the discovery In the Warburton Range
outside Melbourne of a cache of explosives
and documents belonging to a tistasha-
type organisation. In September. 1972.
there was a rash of bombing incidents in
Sydney involving Yugoslav people and the
embassy.

This Issue has been raised in the Federal
Parliament, particularly by many A.LP.
members, and also by some Liberal Party
members, including the former Prime
Minister. In his speech to the Senate re-
cently. the present Attorney-General made
this statement, inter alia-

I am now in a position to state
categorically that the Liberal Attorney-
General's oft-repeated assertion that
there Is no credible evidence of the
existence in Australia of organised
Croatian extremism cannot be sus-
tained. The contrary is true and was
true at the time he made such state-
ments.

To identify these groups and indicate that
they are not figments of the imagination,
I will Quote what the Attorney-General
said later on in his speech. He said-

There is incontestable evidence that
three extreme Croatian terrorist or-
ganisations exist in Australia today.
There are:

1. The Croatian Revolutionary
Brotherhood (H.R.B.

2. The United Croats of West
Germany (U.H.NJf..

3. The Crcatian Illegal Revolu-
tionary Organisation
(H.I.R.O.).

He goes on to describe two Youth organi-
sations which are associated and affiliated
with those parent bodies.

He then spoke about the Troika cells,
which are self-contained groups consisting
of an individual responsible for intelli-
gence, one responsible for explosives, and
one who is regarded as a scout. This form
of Political activity is completely new to
this country. it creates a new dimension
and one which was concealed deliberately
by Senator Greenwood when he was the
Attorney-General.

The question of terrorism has brought
to light the role which the Australian
Security Intelligence Organisation should
play, has played, and does play in the life
of the citizens of this country. The spot-
light has been turned on it in recent times.
Everybody here is aware that it was estab-
lished In the first instance by the Chifley
Government, I think, in 1947. It was es-
tablished by an administrative act and it
was placed on a statutory basis in 1956.

Mr. O'Connor: You cannot say it was
those fellows who put the bomb in the
office of the National Service Department.

Mr. BRYCE: The member for Mt. Law-
Icy wants me to traverse the ground I
have already covered.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
member will address the Chair.
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Mr. BRYCE: I will be delighted to do So.
Sir Charles Court: The chap who put

the bomb In the National Service Depart-
ment Is a left-winger, so that was not
terrorism.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. BRYCE: The A.S.Ifl. has unfortu-

nately been diverted from its legitimate
charter of activities during the period of
the Menzies, Holt, Gorton, and McMahon
Governments.

It has effectively-and I intend to point
out a few instances in a moment-become
an arm of the conservative Political par-
ties. Instead of concentrating on the con-
trol, recognition, and detection of espio-
nage, it has in many respects become a
tool to be employed in domestic politics in
this country.

In recent times we saw a disgusting
spectacle when a young university student
was Interviewed in public on the "Four
Corners" television programme. That
student had been used by A.S.I.O.-and
the danger of this approach applies equally
to the students in our Western Australian
tertiary educational institutions as it does
to the tertiary institutions In other parts
of Aus ralia-to provide information about
fellow students. One of the most abomin-
able thing-s imaginable in at democracy is
for a spy network of pimps and squibs to
penetrate universities and institutions of
learning in order to impose some form of
censorship, intelligence, or spy Supervision
of learning activities.

Mr. Rushton: How do you think the
universities work?

Mr. BRYCE: Recently on television we
saw an example of a university student
who had been approached by A.S.I.O. and
asked to supply details on the activities of
his fellow university students. One of the
most criminal aspects of this practice is
that very many young people in the 18 to
20-years age group really have no idea
about where their future careers lie. Their
minds and their senses of value are in a
state of flux and one of the most criminal
things that can happen is for some irrev-
erent SPY organisation to label them as
security risks.

Sir Charles Court: Don't the communists
do that?

Mr. Graham: You should know.

The SPEAKER: Order! Members will
keep order. The Mansard reporters are
experiencing difficulty in hearing the
member for Ascot.

Mr. BRYCE: We are asked to condone an
organisation which is ruining the lives of
those young people who aspire to become
State or Federal public servants; on the
basis Of SPY or pimp reports by fellow stu-
dents on the campus they are allocated

poor security ratings. Some young people
genuinely feel their careers have been pre-
judiced as a result cf this.

Perhaps the most unforgivable feature
of such action is that at a university the
freedom of students to explore knowledge
and to exchange and develop ideas should
be completely unchallengeable. That is one
of the tremendous benefits we have in this
country; and it Is one of the contrasts be-
tween educational institutions at that level
in Australia anid institutions at that level
in some of the totalitarian countries, as we
have heard so recently.

On of the principal faults with the em-
ployment of such an activity Is that at a
time when the young people of our country
should be encouraged to challenge the
status quo, to look at society, and to put
our society and its history under a
microscope, we have a possibility they will
be afraid to do so as a result of the way
the A.S.I.O. has been abused. Our young
people will be afraid to challenge the sac-
red cows because somebody in a study or
discussion group)-

Mr, O'Neil: I haven't noticed any evi-
dence of that.

Mr. BRYCE: -may convey that infor-
mation back to a source which will affect
their careers, Eventually they could be
classified as a security risk. Perhaps the
most unpalatable feature of this practice
was revealed by the student who was inter-
viewed on "Four Corners" when he said he
was actually asked to secure details about
the private lives of students including
their sex life-information wbich could be
used only for the Purpose of blackmail.

Mr. O'Connor: Didn't you do that in re-
spect of our leader?

Mr. BRYCE: They were public details,
ray friend. The real weakness of this is that
any society which allows a secret police
force to develop unchallenged-and I was
amazed and astonished to hear the Federal
Leader of the Country Party suggest that
A.S.I.O. should be above and beyond Par-
lisnent-

Sir Charles Court: He did not say
"above Parliament", but "above the Gov-
ernment", which is different.

Mr. BRYCE: Any society which allows a
secret police force to achieve a position
above and beyond the control of Parlia-
ment will finish up with people like J.
Edgar Hoover who, it has been alleged on
many occasions, had so much information
of a scurrilous nature about so many
political figures that nobody dared to sack
him. The manner in which the F.B.I. be-
came unchallengeable in the United States
was a scandalous thing.

In respect of my claim that A.S.I.O.
has breached the scope of its charter It.
is useful evidence to quote very briefly
from an article which appeared in The
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National 2'ims~s of the 19th March under
the heading of, "How ASLO exceeds Its
charter". The article was written by
Robert Mayne, and appeared on page 1 of
the newspaper. Referring to the activities
of the A.S.T.O., the article states--

For some startling facts about other
ASIO activities lend weight to Sena-
tor Murphy's case that ASIO has ex-
ceeded its charter and engaged In
some highly unorthodox-to say the
least-activities.

The journalist took this stand publicly and
in print, and continued on to say-

I know rrom personal knowledge that
ASIO:

Was involved with a leading
Sydney businessman, a right-wing
member of the NSW Legislative
Assembly and a Country Party
member of the NSW Legislative
Council in a bid to produce a
magazine aimed at discrediting
left - wingers, communists and
others.

Mr. Rushton: Who wrote this article?
Mr. BRYCE: It continues--

Keeps files on a number of
Sydney journalists because they
expressed views in print opposed
to the Liberal Government's poli-
cies on the Vietnam war.

Feeds out selected material to
members of parliament,-

The member for Dale will be interested to
hear this. To continue-

-journalists and others in at-
tempts to damage trade-unionists
and others..

Mr. Rushton: Who wrote it?

Mr. BRYCE: For the last 23 years that
organisaition has not been supervised in
the best interests of the nation. As an in-
dividual I am Pleased to see that it will
no longer be used as an arm of a poli-
tical party-

Sir Charles Court: It never has been.

Mr. BRYCE: -but will be asked to con-
centrate on its charter, which is to cor-
relate and evaluate intelligence relevant
to security and to keep watch on espion-
age activities.

Sir Charles Court: It will not be able
to do that any more because it has been
completely ruined by Senator Murphy.
What nation would tell them anything?

Mr. Graham: What a crying shame for
a Government to know what is going on
in its own country.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Sir Charles Court: It is important to

us that they get Information.

Mr. BRYCE: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition had unlimited time in which to
make the Points he wanted to make, I do
not object to interjections which attempt
to clarify what I am saying, but if he
chooses to use my time to carry on a pri-
vate debate with somebody else I think
he is being totally unreasonable.

I refer now to the question of overseas
Investment, which involves the attitude of
our friend, the Leader of the Opposition.

Sir Charles Court: And your Premier
and Deputy Premier: they have welcomed
it here.

Mr. BRYCE: I am not suggesting for
at minute that the A.LP, is opposed to
investors from overseas: that has never
been suggested.

Sir Charles Court: Haven't you seen
the transcript of the speech of Mr. Con-
nor, the Commonwealth Minister, in Mel-
bourne?

Mr. BRYCE: T7' Leader of the Opposi-
tion is trying deliberately to misrepresent
the position, which he is so capable of
doing.

Sir Charles Court: You read the speech
he made in Melbourne.

The SPEAKER: The member has five
more minutes.

Mr. BRYCE: The position of the A.LP.
in respect of the question of overseas con-
trol and ownership of the economy differs
in a matter of degree from that of the
Liberal Party. Labor Governments have
never been opposed to investment in Aus-
tralia by oversras companies and organ-
isations. The difference in emphasis is.
of course. that we believe there should be
a maximum of Australian Participation-

Mr. O'Neil: And so do we.
Mr. BRYCE: -and we believe we should

not sit back and allow development at any
Price whatsoever-development by foreign
Investors at any price so far as our re-
sources are concerned and which will not
bestow benefits upon subsequent genera-
tions of Australians.

On, page 58 of the current Hansard we
find that the Leader of the Opposition was
explaining his attitude to the question of
foreign investment-and I hope he ex-
plains it to the people of Western Aus-
tralia when we are on the hustings next
year. The Deputy Premier interjected and
said-

You are saying that if You cannot
get Australian participation, it is far
better to allow foreign participation
than to allow the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to associate with the devel-
opment on behalf of the People of
Australia.

The answer of the Leader of the Oppo-
sition is vital. He said, "That is right; a
better result will be obtained."1
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Sir Charles Court: You read the lot. MR. BRADY (Swan) [9.30 p.m.]: I did
Mr. BRYCE: I sincerely hope the Press

will convey to the people of Australia
and of Western Australia at the next State
election that the Leader of the Opposi.-
tion would prefer foreign, multi-national
cartels to develop the resources of this
State rather than the people of this coun-
try and of this State through the A.I.D.C.
Indeed, the A.I.D.C. will play a most ima-
portant role in the future development of
our resources. It is the intention of the
new Federal Government to use that in-
strumentality to ensure a higher degree
of Australian participation in the develop-
ment of our resources. Even if it is neces-
sary for the representatives of the A.I.D.C.
to go overseas to borrow money in order
to provide Australian equity, that is far
Preferable to sitting back and saying, "We
cannot find the investors in Australia Who
will come forward with the finance-

Sir Charles Court: And the know-how.

Mr. BRYCE: -so we will hand it on a
plate to the multi-national cartels from
overseas." The other vitally important role
the A.I.D.C. is going to play for the bene-
fit of the Australian community, as well as
for the benefit of every Western Australian
citizen, is that it is proposed to embark
upon the long and tiresome task of try-
ing to buy back Australia.

one of the most regrettable tendencies of
the previous Government-and Perhaps the
most dangerous feature of its Policies-
was to allow willy-nilly the sale of land
to overseas investors. Even at this time
nobody in Western Australia knows how
much of this State is owned by foreign
landowners. Soon after my arrival in this
Parliament I asked a question of the Min-
ister for Lands regarding how Much land
in the State is owned by foreign interests.
The Minister replied that the information
was not available. Nobody knows how
many of the manufacturing industries are
owned by foreigners.

I sincerely believe that action should
be taken by the Commonwealth and State
Governments in a co-operative effort to
achieve at least the level of enlightenment
in this respect which has been achieved in
Japan and Canada. Action Should be
taken to accumulate Information so that
we may at least know precisely how much,
of our economy is owned by overseas in-
terests. After all, the moment the control
of our economy slips from the grasp o.
the Australian people-and when I svy
"the Australian people" I also include the
Australian Government-we lose control
of our economic destiny. Unfortunately
that is something I really do not believe
the Leader of the Opposition is very con-
cerned about.

Mr. H. L. Young: Bob Hawke has con-
trol of it.

Sir Charles Court: Don't talk nonsense.

not intend to speak in this debate, but
some matters have been raised on which
I feel I must comment. Firstly, I join
With other members in complimenting the
member for Blackwood on his contribu-
tion to the Address-in-Reply debate. His
contribution was quite forthright, and it
is refreshing to hear a member from the
opposite side of the House Putting up con-
structive suggestions in relation to the
disabilities of people living in the country.

I hope the honourable member will con-
tinue in that vein in the future; if he does
he will be an asset to his electorate. What
he has said is preferable to the noncon-
structive criticism which we often hear
in the debate on the Address-In-Reply.
I realise the member for Blackwood was
lulled into a false sense of security, because
on the second occasion that he spoke he
was heckled quite considerably. The hon-
ourable member overlooked the fact that
a member making his maiden speech is
given a free rein and is permitted to say
without interference what he thinks about
his position in this Parliament and what
he can do for his electorate.

Mr. Thompson: It was the Minister for
Works who was lulled into a false sense
of security.

Mr. BRADY: It was not the Minister
for Works. It was the member for Black-
wvood, because he was heckled to a great
extent by members on this side.

Mr. O'Neil: You managed to hear him
all right.

Mr. BRADY: In all the 25 years that
I have been a member of this House I
have not heard previously so many speeches
contributed by members from both sides
dealing with Federal matters. One would
imagine that we were sitting in the Fed-
eral Parliament. Member after member
on the Opposition side of the House, and
some on the Government side, dealt with
various Federal matters. I was wondering
whether the Opposition did that because
it felt it had no answer to what has been
set out in the Speech of the Governor de-
livered at the opening of Parliament.

Mr. R. L. Young: You are not suggest-
ing the member for Ascot indulged in those
tactics!

Mr. BRADY: I do not intend to go over
all the points that have been raised, but
I do want to remind members of some of
the matters which the Governor said would
be dealt with in this session of Parlia-
ment. His Excellency the Governor said
tat of the 228 Bills presented in the last

two Years by this Government 180 had
been passed. He said further that it was
intended to amend the Hospitals Act, the
Administration Act, the Public Service Act
to Provide for Civil Service Association
representation on the board, the Land
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Agents Act, the Sales of Land Act, the
Strata Titles Act, the Auctioneers Act, and
the Companies Act.

Whilst I am on this subject I do hope
that somewhere along the line the Gov-
ernment is able to see its way clear to
prevent the legal fraternity from making
a bonanza out of the transfer of a land
title from one party to another. It is a
disgrace to Governments-whether they be
Liberal or Labor-that every time a trans-
fer of a land title Is effected the legal
fraternity makes something out of the
transaction. For some 100 years it was
not necessary to engage the legal fraternity
to perform that service, so I do not think
it is necessary -now. Some formula should
be devised to enable people to effect the
transfer of titles without having to pay the
legal fraternity.

Mr. T. D. Evans: It is not absolutely
necessary to have lawyers to do that work.

Mr. BRADY: It may not be, but if the
Attorney-General investigates the position
he will find that 99 per cent, of the trans-
fers are done by the legal fraternity.

Mr. T. D2. Evans: It is often prudent to
do so, but it is not binding to engage
lawyers for this purpose.

Mr. BRADY: I know this work is sup-
posed to be done by the legal fraternity so
as to protect all the parties. However, if
the position is analysed to the nth degree
it will be found that many weaknesses
exist in the present system. I do not think
people should have to pay the legal fra-
ternity to draw up documents for the
transfer of titles.

Mr. O'Connor: You have a goad point.
Mr. BRADY: In the Governor's Speech

It is; indicated that the Electoral Act is to
be amended to provide for joint Common-
wealth and State rolls, and for the desig-
nation of political parties to be printed on
ballot papers. This is another reform
which has been long overdue. I am pleased
that the Government is up with the times
in this regard. I cannot think of any
procedure which is more farcical and more
expensive to the taxpayers than the
present system of having two electoral
departments in We-stern Australia-one
run by the Commonwealth, and the other
by the State-with both virtually doing the
same job; dealing with the same people,
streets, and localities; and to a large extent
following the same mode of enrolment. I
believe the time is long overdue when this
duplication of expenditure should be elim-
inated. I cannot see why one comprehen-
sive electoral roll cannot cater for both
Federal and State elections. I hope that
some move will be made at an early date
to implement the proposal announced in
the Governor's Speech.

It has also been announced in the
Governor's Speech that the recommnenda-
tions of the Honorary Royal Commission
into hire purchase are to be adopted. I was

one who referred a hire-purchase trans-
action to the Minister in October last. It
is appropriate for me to refer to the reply
which I received in the last week. In my
opinion it reveals a shocking state of
affairs in regard to hire-purchase agree-
ments. The reply of the Attorney-Gen-
eral was, in part, as follows-

The circumstances of both trans-
actions have been fully Investigated by
the Companies Office, and the car
transaction by the company fraud
squad. With respect of the hire-pur-
chase agreement 'with the credit firm,
the finance organisation used by the
seller firm who sold the vehicle, there
are a number of unsatisfactory matters
revealed by the inspector's report.
There is a suggestion that the vehicle
represented as a 1.967 model was, in
fact, a 1965 vehicle. Although a de-
posit of $50 was paid the amount of
deposit shown in the hire-purchase
agreement was $420 with a conse-
quential increase in the total price.

This is typical of what has been going on
for many years In the sale oif used cars in
the metropolitan and country areas. The
time is long overdue for the Hire-purchase
Act to be amended to prevent people
irom playing around with the money pro-
vided by credit firms, and from taking
ombers for a ride. The last paragraph of
the letter is as follows-

Cons ideration has been given to
charges being preferred under section
424 of the Criminal Code in relation
to the allea-ed overstating of both the
deposit paid and the residue to be paid
by the hirer. However, lack of evidence
will not enable the charge to be sus-
tained.

This would indicate that although it was
proved beyond doubt that some people en-
gaged in the motor industry were resorting
to malpractices, they could not be charged
because the time had run out. That is a
shocking state of affairs, because in the
particular case mentioned the family con-
cerned met with bad times. That family
had paid a considerable amount to pur-
chase the vehicle, and was told that if the
car was returned a substantial repayment
would be made. instead of that, the family
received a bill for $525 and the firm kept
the car which it sold for an amount con-
siderably higher than it was prepared to
give back.

This is not the first case of this type
which has come to my notice. I am very
pleased the Government is to Introduce
legislation to amend the Hire-purchase Act
to put a stop to these malpractices.

Mr. MePharlin: Did you read the report
of the Honorary Royal Commission?

Mr. BRADY: Not the whole of it, but
only extracts. I understand the report in-
dicated that the time was long overdue
for matters such as I have mentioned to
be dealt with.
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Mr. O'Neil: The Government would do
better to look at the Victorian used cars
Act~ which is more appropriate than our
Hire-purchase Act.

Mr. BRADY: I do not mind which Act
is looked at. In the last 12 years, most of
which was during the term of Liberal Gov-
ernments, the used car firms have had a
bonanza. It is about time that the sharks
in this business were Put in their place.
and the Public Protected against the rep-
rehensible methods of trading in second-
band cars.

The next matter with which I wish to
deal concerns the native People. The mem-
bet for Kimberley seems to take the view-
point that the Labor Government should
now be doing something which his own
Government in its 12 years of office did not
do. The other night he took the present
Government to task in respect of various
matters. 1 shall deal with a few of them to
shoDw that the member for Kimberley was
less than fair in wihat he said.

Let me refer to the alleged disabilities
that are supposed to exist in the north and
in the Department for Community Wel-
fare. The honourable member referred to
the position at Halls Creek, Fitzroy Cross-
ing. and a number of other northern
centres. He criticised the Government at
length for doing certain things which, in
his opinion, were wrong, and for not doing
other things which, he thought, should be
done.

I recall the occasion when the member
for Kimberley Participated in a debate in
this H-ouse and pointed to the necessity
for the Government to provide some Ab-
original in the Fitzroy Crossing area with
pumping equipment, tanks, etc. Subse-
quently the Government Provided far in
excess of what that particular person or
the member for the district expected. The
value of the equipment supplied was in the
vicinity of $10,000. Now, the member for
Kimberley is criticising the Government
because he says it should ensure that the
person to whom the equipment was
supplied did the job.

Mir. R. L. Young: It was a waste of
money: that was the Point.

Mr. BRADY: The Aboriginal concerned
did not do the job because he did not have
the equipment. Apparently in the eyes of
the member for Kimberley the Gover-
nient cannot win. When it provides equip-
ment to enable the Aboriginal to engage
In market gardening and other activities,
the honourable member criticises the GOV-
ernment because the Aboriginal has not
the knowledge to carry out the activities.

It is a pity the member for Kimberley
did not look into that aspect of the prob-
lem before he urged the Government to
provide the equipment. From his know-
ledge of the district he should know

whether the native had the know-how
to make the venture a success, and
whether success was anticipated.

Apparently when the Government spends
more than was expected in the area-
somewhere in the vicinity of $10,000 worth
of equipment-it is still accused of not
doing what it should be doing in the
north.

Mr. R. L. Young: He criticised the Qov-
erment for spending too much money.

Mr, BRADY: Let us now have the other
side of the story. The member for Kim-
berley criticised the action taken by the
Government at Fitzroy Crossing and said
that the white population was between
30 and 40. This is an area, he claimed.
where many Aborigines have been forced
out of the pastoral industry. I want to
give the member for Kimberley full marks
for trying to do something for the Abori-
ginal people because I think those people
have to be helped. For over 500 years
they have been behind scratch but they
are now starting to show some progress,
and they should be assisted. However, I
do not think the pastoral industry, as
such, shonuld force these people out. Why
should they be forced out when the pas-
toral industry Is in the hands of very
wealthy landowners who are mostly liv-
ing overseas? Those landowners should
be looking after the Aborigines and not
forcing them out.

Mr. Ridge: It was not the pastoral in-
dustry, but the introduction of the pas-
toral award which forced them out.

Mr. BRADY: Of course. The pastoral-
i9ts did not want to pay union rates. They
wanted to pay the low rates which have
applied during the last 100 years. They
wvant to build up wealthy businesses and
ray big dividends.

Mr. Ridge: Buldust.

Mr. O'Connor: Will the member for
Swan speak up.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. BRADY: The member for Kimber-

ley was less than fair when dealing with
the position at Fitzroy Crossing. He did
not mention the United Aborigines Mission
Federal Council which conducts a very
successful mission in the Fitzroy area. In
fact, it accommodates 178 persons under
the age of 16 years and 93 persons over
the age of 16 years. It is providing edu-
cation for 215 children drawn from the
town and the reserve, as well as the mis-
s .on. The children attend a five-teacher
Covernment, school.

The member for Kimberley did not men-
tion thiosc 6-'a~1 s and he monde out that
poverty. destitution and unemployment
existed in the Fitzroy area and nothing
was- batnrr done by anybody to help those
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unfortunate people. in the northern
district to which the member for
Kimberley referred no less than one-
quarter of the 25.000 Aborigines in West-
ern Australia reside. it is to be expected
that there could be many problems. The
fact remains that the various missions in
the area are doing a tremendous job, and
it is as well to advise members that eight
church missions operate in the area.

If the member for Kimberley desires to
do something for the Aborigines at Fitzroy
Crossing, Halls Creek, Wyndhamn. Derby,
and other places, I think he should
advocate to the Minister for Community
Welfare the advisability of holding a con-
ference comprising all the people who are
trying to help the Aborigines to get on to
their feet.

For over 100 years people have been
sacrificing themselves by working to help
the Aborigines. They have been running
cattle stations, vegetable farms, and all
types of settlements. Generally speaking,
they have been doing a tremendous job
and many Aborigines are now taking their
place and working side by side with white
workers in the abattoirs and various other
undertakings in the north-west, such as
on the main roads.

Mr. Ridge: And in the hotels.

Mr. BRADY: Aborigines are working on
building Projects and in the stock industry.
Because a few Aborigines in one isolated
area are not receiving the assistance which
the member opposite feels they should
receive he comes to this House and criti-
cises the Government. I would point out
to the member for Kimberley that the most
conscientious Minister in the whole of the
history of native welfare was the man who
has just stepped down from the office. It
would not surprise me to learn that Mr.
Bill Willesee had to step down because of
11-health brought about by the worries
and troubles associated with trying to help
the Aboriginal people.

Mr. O',Connor: A very decent gentle-
man.

Mr. BRADY: So the honourable member
opposite should not try to detract from the
efforts of the Government which has spent
no less than $3,250,000 in assisting Abori-
gines over the Past 12 months. In addi-
tion, approximately $3,000,000 has been
spent in loan moneys and financial grants
for building houses, Planning education arid
health projects, employment, training, and
so on.

Although I go along with the member
for Kimberley in trying to look after Abori-
ginal welfare I think he was less than fair
to the Minister and the Government in
trying to make out that the Government
was not assisting.

Mr. Ridge: it was not mine to make
out. The case I Presented showed the
Government in a poor light.

Mr. BRADY: The honourabe member
opposite did not tell the other side of the
story; he told only one side-

Mr. Ridge: I told the correct side.
Mr. BRADY: He referred to all the

other matters. The missions are spending
a tremendous sumn of money. In this morn-
ing's issue of The West Australian there
appears a four-column article setting out
what has been done towards training
young Aborigines in the Broome district.
The young people from the northern
district-mainly represented by the mem-
ber for Kimberley-are brought in and
trained at Broome.

For the benefit of members who may not
be aware of the fact, the 1972 annual re-
port will possibly be the last report from
the Department of Native Welfare in West-
ern Australia. I would advise all members
in the House to try to obtain a copy of the
report as a memento of the tremendous job
done by the various Governments--Labor
and non-Labor-for the Aboriginal people
over the years.

As a past Minister for Native Welfare I
want to say that the Aboriginal people are
progressing at a tremendous rate. During
the last 20 years they have progressed at a
rate faster than they have previously in the
history of Western Australia.

Mr. Ridge: Some are going backwards,
too.

Mr. BRADY: The member for Kimberley
is, no doubt, referring to alcohol. Well, who
gave it to the Aborigines?

Mr. Ridge: A Labor Government.
Mr. BRADY: It was a Liberal Govern-

ment. The previous Minister for Native
Welfare would be the first to admit that
he introduced a Bill to allow Aborigines
to have alcohol. I criticised the Minister
at the time and said that I did not mind
the Aborigines getting alcohol, but I
said they should be educated in how to
use it. That is where the plan fell down.

Mr. Ridge: In the Kimberley area drink-
ing rights were introduced by a Labor Gov-
erniment.

Mr. BRADY: I have advocated an edu-
cational plan for the Aborigines.

Mr. Ridge: Who will take any notice?
Mr. BRADY: The member for Kimber-

ley wanted to know who gave the Abor-
igines drinking rights.

Mr. Ridge: I know who gave them drink-
ing rights.

Mr. B3RADY: The honourable member
should educate the Aborigines in how to
handle their alcohol.

So much for the matter of Aborigines,
and the remarks of the member for Kim-
berley when he criticised this Government
for not doing anything. I could go on dis-
cussing Aborigines for the next hour be-
cause I have always taken a great interest
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in them. I can advise the member for
Kimberley that very often a group of 50
or 60 Aborigines will march into an area
and nobody is aware of the fact until they
are there.

I have a letter on ray file concerning a
family who shifted into Guildford six
months ago and who sought my assistance.
That family has now shifted out and they
do not require any help. This sort of thing
goes on all the time. Families of 10 and
12 people are here today and gone to-
morrow.

According to the member for Kimber-
ley it seems that the Government should
employ a man in an aeroplane to track
the Aborigines through the mulga so that
the Government will know where they
will land next!1

Mr. Ridge: After a period of 18 months
the Government should be able to do
something better for the Aborigines in
Camballin.

Mr. BRADY: We have heard about cer-
tain Aborigines being placed in bad situa-
tions because certain pastoralists are put-
tin-t the Aborigines on trucks and telling
themn to get out. The Minister for Com-
munity Welfare has told me that if the
pastoralists put the Aborigines on trucks
and send them from the stations he will
see that the trucks are available to take
the Aborigines back again.

Mr. Ridge: What will they do when
they get back?

Mr. BRADY: The member for Kimberley
had better tell the pastoralists in the north
that those people are human beings and
they need some protection. The Govern-
ment will see that they are looked after
as well as the white people are looked
after.

It has been claimed by some in
the north that the Aborigines are getting
more assistance than the white people.

Mr. Ridge: They are calling for
equality.

Mr. B3RADY: In fact, 'were the Aborig-
ines to get twice as much they would not
be getting more than they are entitled
to because the pastoralists have been using
them as slaves for the last 100 years.

Mr. R. L. Young: The Aborigines ori-
ginally owned your property.

Mr. B3RADY: I want to deal with one or
two other matters, and I will first of all
refer to tourism. We beard the member
for Avon speaking the other night about
the necessity for some assistance to be
given to the York district in order to pre-
serve the remnants of the old York town.
I do not want to detract from his argu-
ment regarding the preservation of the
York district and the value of its historic
buildings, but in ray opinion many items In
the Guildford area could be preserved for
the benefit of tourists.

It may be a surprise to some members
to know that the port of Ouildford was
used as the hopping off place for the York
and Toodyay areas. At that time Toodyay
was called Newcastle. I agree that some
of our historic places should be preserved.
but not York alone comes into that
category.

Mr. Gayfer: It comes into that category
because it is the oldest country town.

M1r., BRADY: I think the history of
Guildford should be brought into the
picture together with York and Toodyay
-or Newcastle as it was known.

It may not be realised that the Rose
and Crown Hotel in Guildford was pro-
bably the first licensed house in Western
Australia. I could also refer to Barkers
Bridge. Many places around Guildford,
such as the Wood bridge Home could be
preserved so that the record could be kept
straight. The history of this State should
be correctly recordcd.

Mr. W. A. Manning: The member who is
speaking is getting that way now, too.

Mr. BRADY: Not on his own! Another
matter on which I wish to touch is the very
successful carnival held in the Swan dis-
tri-t recently over a period of three days.
It was called "Vintage 1973". In my
opinion it was the most successful carnival
ever held since the establishment of the
wine-growing industry. Now that the vine-
yards have come into their own and the
Vintage '73 Carnival was successfully
floated over a three-day period-

Mr. Gayfer: Floated?
Mr. BRADY: -the time is long overdue

for a school of oenology to be established
in this State. Apparently a school of
oenology has already been established in
South Australia. At the school people
learn the finer points of handling wines
and of the vineyard industry generally.
The Lime is now ripe for a similar estab-
lishment to be set up in the Swan area,
particularly around-

Mr. O'Connor: Mandalay?
Mr. BRADY: -the Caversham and

Herne Hill areas.
Mr. O'Neil: There are two dissenters on

this side of the House.
Mr. BRADY: In this way the industry

would come into its own and would re-
ceive the recognition which it deserves.
Wine is a very old industry and dates back
to Biblical timnes; namely, the Last Supper.
Throughout the centuries people have con-
tinued to cultivate vines.

It is a tremendous industry for the
peo~ple working in it. It creates a good deal
of employment and has a great future. I
hope the Minister will seriously consider
establishing a school of oenology in this
Statc so that the People in the industry
may gain qualifications in their trade of
cultivating vines and producing wines.
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Mr. O'Connor: Do you support the in-
dustry extensively?

Mr. BRADY: I am a teetotaller, in case
this may be news to the honourable mem-
ber. The member for Mt. Lawley, who has
interjected, may have a likeness for a
particular vintage. I occasionally take a
sip of wine for health reasons.

Mr. R. L. Young: It is just that some of
us are sicker than others.

Mr. BRADY: It is a small sip.
Mr. O'Neil: It shocks you into life.

Mr. BRADY: There are many other mat-
ters I could discuss tonight but I do not
want to delay members unduly: the hour
is already late. On another occasion I will
discuss at length the growing pains in the
eastern districts suburbs. These exist be-
cause of the many activities in the area.
We seem to be short of the essential re-
quirements which benefit the people. I do
not wish to enlarge on this subject tonight.
In all I have a list of nine or 10 matters.
Of these, the question of transport comes
readily to mind. People in my electorate
are disappointed with the metropolitan
transport system in new areas such as
Middle Swan, Lockridge, and Eden Hill.
They feel that the transport schedules
into those areas, as well as into the Middle
Swan should be upgraded. I personally
feel that the railways could assist the
transport In the Middle Swan-Upper Swan
and Millendon-Bullsbrook districts. I will
not enlarge on this point at the moment.

At some opportune time later in the
session I will address the House at length
on other matters which I have listed. In
the meantime I support the motion for the
adaption of the Address-in -Reply and I
hope it will be carried in its present form.

AIR. DAVIES (Victoria Park-Minister
for Health) [10.05 p.m.1: I, too, wish to
support the motion which has been moved
-and moved very capably-by you, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, if I may say so. I wish
to comment upon one or two matters
which have been raised during the debate.
I have been rather surprised at the sparse-
ness of matters warranting comment.
Monst of the debate seems to have been
repetitive and along lines which I earlier
predicted: namely, an attack on the Com-
monwealth Government.

Even at the risk of incurring the wrath
of the memnber for Swan, who has just re-
sumed his seat. I say I have been happy to
co-operate with the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment on matters affecting various port-
folios for which I am responsible. I have
been delighted with the refreshing ap-
proach of the Commonwealth Government
which has displayed an interest in many
matters in which we could not provoke
even the slightest spark of interest from
the previous Federal Government.

It Is refreshing to know we have a Gov-
ernment which is Prepared to Put some
money into Western Australia. It is pre-
pared to assist us financially with feasi-
bility studies in areas which have needed
attention for a long time. I refer to trans-
port, town planning, urban commission,
Aboriginal welfare, health, and many other
matters% with which the previous Federal
Government was reluctant to concern it-
self. We now find the present Federal
Government is at least forwarding us some
money to see what can be done in the
way of feasibility studies. I hope the
Commonwealth Government will follow
this up in due course with additional.
money.

I venture to say that, should the Gov-
ernment in this State change, the incom-
ing Government would not refuse to accept
one cent of the money which is coming
from Canberra to benefit this State-and
it is to the benefit of the State.

Sir Charles Court: As long as we do not
have to surrender our rights and responsi-
bilities.

Mr. DAVIES: That is becoming the
catchword in this House. This is obvious
from reading the Financial Times, The
Australian, and The Nation Review,

Sir Charles Court: They support the
Labor Government.

Mr. DAVIES: I am sure the Leader of
the Opposition would read The Nation
Review. The catchword is that we cannot
trust the Federal Government because of
a centralist policy. This Is absolute poppy-
cock. Apart from the catchword, not one
Iota of proof has been brought before the
Parliament to prove to my satisfaction
that the Commonwealth is trying to take
over the control of our State.

Sir Charles Court: You want to be taken
over.

Mr. DAVIES: Any State Government
should be strong enough to know whether
it is being taken over. It should know
when to 9,urrender and for what reasons.
It should know what to do to maintain its
own rights. To suggest otherwise Is to
say that one does not have faith in one's
own State.

Mr. Mensaros: What about the univer-
sities?

Mr. DAVIES: I repeat that I would be
interested to see what attitude would be
adopted if the Government in this State
wvere to change. I am sure any new Gov-
erment would not reject the money which
is so sensibly and generously made avail-
able to us now by the Australian Govern-
ment.

Mr. Rushton: The Australian Govern-
ment!
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Mr. DAVIES: I knew someone would bite
if I said "Australian Government". It is
now called the Australian Government and
\:e are holding our heads high that it is
such a Government.

IMr O'Neil: It is denying the existence
of the Commonwealth.

M,. DAVIES: The Australian Govern-
ini-t is the Commonwealth Government
bift, in additicn, there are six States to
the Ccmmonwevlth.

.Ir. O'Neil: Why not call it "The Cam-
mon Wi~al"? That is what it stands for.

is cci. ralirni right from the base.
The ACTING SPEAKCER 'Mr. A. R.

Tnn1kin) : Order!
A;1. Graham: Like the Canadian Oov-

e~nmnent!
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!I

*..DAVIES: Let uts be proud to be Aus-
trclans.

Sir Charles Cz-urt: Of course we are.
Mr. DAVIES: We should be Australians

fist and4 Western Australians second.
Sir Charies Cvurt: There are seven Gov-

crrmcnts.
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!
,Mr. )DAVIES: With all the jingoism we

have heard from the other side of the
Heuse I would have thought that mem-
Ibcrs opposite would be proud to call themn-
sc;ves Australians first and Western Aus-
tralians second.

Sir Charles Court: We have done more
about it than members of the Govern-
ment.

Mr. DAVIES: I want to comment on
only two matters. I am sorry to see that
the member for Kimnberley has now dis-
appeared from the House, because I want
to speak about the Aboriginal problems
in the Kcimberley, as they affect my own
department, even though the member for
Swan ably dealt with the matter earlier
in the debate,

Witb all the fervour of a knight errant
with a newly-found cause, the member for
Kinmberley stood up the other evening and
told us about an age-old problem.

Sir Charles Court: It was not a new
cause for hint.

Mr. DAVIES: It seemed to be a new
cause as far as he is concerned.

Sir Charles Court: He has lived with
it for years.

Mr. O'Neil: The Minister for Health has
only just woken up. He did not even know
there was a cause.

Mr. DAVIES: The way the member for
Kimberley made his speech in the House,
one would have thought it was a brand-
new cause he had just discovered. He cer-
tainly did not prod the previous Govern-
ment like this.

Sir Charles Court: He did so.
Mr. O'Neil: We did not give drinking

rights to the Aborigines.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Sir Charles Court: We did not give the'

Kimberley Aborigines drinking rights.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Minister

will address the Chair and speak only to
the Chair. I will deal with the interiec-
tions, and we will get more sense.

Mr. DAVIES: I am sure I will get more
sense if I addncss the Chair than I do out
of meqmbers of the Opposition.

The speech made by the member for
K~imberley makes rather remarkable read-
he-1 I cannot make up my mind whether

heis in favour of or against the
A' origines.

Sir Charles Court: He has their con-
fidence in the Kimberley.

Mr. DAVIES: I wish to deal with one
point he raised-the health of the
Aborigines.

Criticism has been made about a letter
T was said to have written to a Mrs. Hayes
of Gordon Downs Station via Kununurra.
I want to remind members that the Gov-
ernment has been in office for two years
only. During this period we have done a
great deal, not only in the field of health,
but also in other fields, for the advance-
ment of the State. To hear some of the
carping criticism of members of the 0p-
position and even some of the talk outside
the House, one would have thought we had
been in control for some 15 or 20 Years.

Mr. O'Neil: Heaven forbid!

Mr. DAVIES: I believe the Government
has a very good record for its two years
in office. By the end of this session there
will be a lot more legislation to be proud
of on the Statute book. To hear Opposition
members speak it would seem that in two
years we should have cleared up the whole
Aboriginal problem, although it has been
in existence since the white man came to
the country. Let the Opposition imply that
in two years we should have been able
to assimilate the natives or have them
adapt in their own community or their
own way of life!I They should not be a
worry to us at all!

During the last year of the Gorton
Federal Government, and I think even
during the term of the McMahon Govern-
ment, we saw some enlightenment in re-
gard to natives' rights. It was at the in-
sistence of the Federal Government that
Western Australia moved to give drinking
rights to the natives. The Federal Liberal
Government wished to do away with dis-
crimination and we were given a lead in
this regard. The Opposition should not
now point the finger at the Labor Govern-
ment. It was only after years and years
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of unconcern that the Federal Government
recognised there was a problem and wanted
to do something about it.

Sir Charles Court: That is not correct
comment. The Federal Government asked
for a referendum.

Mr. Jamieson: That gave them the
right.

Mr. DAVIES: For years the Liberal
Government fought against a referendum.
It did not want to register natives as

j: rson living- within a State. It was only
ater probing by the Labor Party that the-

Mr. O'Neil: The Minister is on the de-
fensive again.

Mr. DAVIES: I am not on the defen-
siveI; I am telling the truth. It is disgusting
to think that the natives were not even
recognised for the 23 years or more of the
Liberal Government.

Mr. Grayden: We had a Select Com-
mittee in 1956. The Labor Government
refused to implement its recommendations.
but they are being implemented now.

Mr. DAVIES: I am talking about the
recognition of Aborigines as people. Right
up until the last referendum they were not
recognised.

Mr. E_ H. M. Lewis: You were talking
about drinking rights and they were given
before the referendum.

Mr. DAVIES: Not in all areas. Drinking
rights were given progressively in different
areas. I think one of the first arguments
I had with the late Mr. Charles Perkins,
when he was Minister for Native Welfare
in 1962 or 1963, was over drinking rights.

I am getting away from what I wanted
to say. It seems that in two years we
were supposed to solve the native problem.
It is easy enough for a member to go into
Isolated areas and to be critical of the
conditions there.

Mr. E. H. M. Lewis: We will have prob-
lems for the next 20 years.

Mr. DAVIES: I hope we will see con-
siderable Improvement even in the next
five years.

Mr. W. A. Manning: I thought you said
there will be an Improvement In two years.

Mr. DAVIES: Deafness or lack of con-
centration comes with age. My comment
was that the member for Kimberley implied
vie were supposed to have solved the
native problem in two years.

Mr. Ridge: You are wrong-I did not
say that at all. I pointed out that certain
things were happening In my electorate
and that the Government Is oblivious to
them. I pointed out that 60 people were
camping in the Kimberley and the Depart-
ment for Community Welfare will not do
anything about It.

Mr. DAVIES: Could I interject?

iiDEPUTY SPEAKER: The Minister.
Sir Charles Court: That has Improved

his speech, anyway.
Mr. DAVIES: The fact remains that the

mamber f or Kimberley was critical in
some areas where he was not entitled to be
critical. His speech reflected the opinion
that not sufficient is being done and we
were not making the proper moves to help
the natives.

When we took office we did not have
a community health system. We now have
five doctors and 45 nurses. from Kimberley
to Onowangerup. These people look after
the natives and other sections of the comn-
munity. We have established schools for
Aboriginal nursing aides in Port Hedland
and Derby. Seven Aborigines graduated
from the last school-six passed on the
first attempt and one passed with a sup-
plementary examination. After these girls
have worked in a hospital for six months
they will probably go back to look after
their own people. If members think that
the establishment of a system incorporating
five doctors, 45 nurses, and seven nursing
aides in two years is not something worth
while healthwise for the natives, I do not
know what we are supposed to do. I have
been to Derby, Broomne, and to other native
vamps. I have seen these sisters-

Mr. E. H. M. Lewis: Not natives-
Aborigines,

Mr. DAVIES: -and they are doing a
splendid job. They have the confidence
of the natives and they are teaching them.
to use the facilities available, including
the homemaker facilities commenced by
the Previous Government. We have been
very happy to continue this service. I
believe the commuflnity health service we
have set up is something to be proud of.

Mr. Ridge: Can you not see a need for
an extension of this service to pastoral
properties along the lines of the scheme
t suggested to you?

Mr. DAVIES: I am about to deal with
that scheme and I will endeavour to point
out some of the difficulties which would
be involved In Its establishment. If we
have available the large amount of money
which some people seem to think the Com-
monwealth will give us for selling our
rights, we could implement such a scheme.
However, we do not have the money wh-ich
the Commonwealth has. We need to use
the money which is available for the bene-
fit of the greatest number; and this is
precisely what we are doing.

The honiourable member has told me
about the system operating in the North-
ern Territory. Certainly his Ideas have
some merit and I investigated them
with a view to Incorporating a similar
system in Western Australia.
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Mrs. Hayes wrote me a very long letter.
which I read right through, and asked if
something could be done. The matter was
also taken UP with the Minister for Com-
munity Welfare who wrote her a very long
letter in reply. The lady subsequently
received a reply from me and was not very
happy about it.

Mr. Ridge: Your reply indicated that a
vacancy would become available at the-

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. DAVIES: I really do not know how
the honourable member can say what was
in my reply. Mrs. Hayes wrote another
very long letter in which she said that
she thought my letter was quite rude. I
have just looked for the quote in Hansard
but I cannot find it quickly. However, she
could not send a copy of my letter to the
member for Kimberley, because, unfortun-
ately-it was a great tragedy, no doubt-
her house was burnt down and the letter
was in it. So how the member for Kimberley
can say what was in my letter is beyond my
knowledge.

Her letter is recorded in Hansard: I be-
lieve my reply should be recorded also, and
I would like to read it. It is dated the
13th October and I said-

The delay in replying to your letter
has been occasioned by the need to
await developments of a number of
proposals, which may have permitted
Payment for your part-time nursing
services at Gordon Downs.

In the interim, I have investigated
the possibility of relieving you of an
onerous task which invariably falls to
some responsible Person on every large
station, and in fact is often a condi-
tion of lease from the Lands Depart-
ment.

Shortly, an itinerant Community
Health field sister will be appointed to
cover the area "South of the River",
and this, combined with the posting
of the Community Health Sister at
Kununurra, should serve to alleviate
the present position. In addition, the
location of another Royal Flying Doc-
tor Service base at Kununurra in May
has extended the availability of medi-
cal services in the area.

With regard to your own application
for a Position, I must advise You that,
while not doubting your ability to
perform the tasks described in your
letter, I am concerned that you may
be accepting too much unqualified re-
sponsibillty, payment for which would
necessitate a definite system of con-
trol and accountability in terms of
cost benefits and work performed.

Referring to your sister-in-law at
Wave Hill, I feel bound to point out
that the Northern Territory enjoys

financial Provisions of the Common-
wealth Government, and these are in
no way equable with State Budget al-
locations.

In view of the foregoing factors.
which are understood and appreciated
by a number of organisations and pri-
vate Persons actively engaged in the
promotion of aboriginal health on
Kimnberley stations, I have no alterna-
tive but to decline your application for
employment.

I do not think there is anything rude or
discourteous in that letter. It followed a
long letter written by the Minister for
Community Welfare. I think it clearly
states that we would be unable to supervise
her; we expect that the people who hold
the leases should take some responsibility
for their employees, because apparently
most others do; we do not have the re-
sources of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment,' and the resources we have were best
used in the manner in which we were
using them; and that if we had an un-
limited amount of money we would still
have no control over her or be able to
supervise the standard of her work.

We would not want the member for
Kimberley saying we had a half-trained or
incompetent Person tending to the needs
of the Aborigines; and we would not want
the Audit Department saying we were pay-
ing $60 a week to the lady without having
any check on her work. We must be
responsible; so, taking all those things into
consideration, we had no alternative but
to decline her offer.

I believe the Government approached
this problem in the only way it could be
approached. We have got right out
amongst the Aborigines and are doing
a great deal for them. We are trying
to show them the way, to teach them, and
to train their own kind to look after
them. As far as the health angle is
concerned, I believe this Is the way we
should be handling the problem. I agree
there are problems with drink. However,
T do not know the answer; nor does the
member for Kimberley. I think he sug-
aested additional policemen, but of course
that is not the answer.

Mr. Ridge: You are reading my remarks
out of context. I1 did not say additional
policemen would overcome the situation.
I said we need additional policemen there
to help these people.

Mr. DAVIES: I was not certain what the
honourable member meant by that:
whether he meant to help keep them out
of or In gaol. flowever, I do not think
.Adtional policemen would help them.

Mr. Ridge: The police certainly need
"AA4tlonal help to handle the problem they

have.
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Mr. DAVIES: The way to tackle the better themselves in the Federal scene.
Problem is through additional community
welfare services, and not by the provision
of additional policemen. I am afraid
they would not get much co-operation.
Of course, I agree the police themselves
could do with some help.

Mr. Ridge: They certainly could. Do we
have to wait for one of them to be killed?

Mr. DAVIES: However, unfortunately-
or perhaps fortunately-that is not my
responsibility.

I was not in the House last week when
the kerfuffie arose over the Premier moving
the gag to end the debate on an amend-
ment to the Address-in-Reply motion. I
n-te the debate was in respect of a Press
report. For a start, I think an unconfirmed
Press report is a flimsy pretext for a cen-
sure motion against the Government;
bearing in mind that at that time the
Press report had not been acted upon.
I believe it still has not been acted upon.
However, it was good politics.

I am concerned about allegations that
the action of the Premier was dastardly.
I believe the Leader of the Country Party
said tonight that in living memory such a
thing had never been done in the Parlia-
ment, and we had all the usual strong
words which are said on such an occasion.
Possibly if the position bad been reversed
we might have done the same thing.

However, people have short memories.
Although discussion ensued on the posi-
tion which pertained during the debate
on the Industrial Arbitration Act Amend-
ment Hill in 1963, and several other in-
stances since that time, no mention was
made of a situation which arose during
the term of the McLarty-Watts Govern-
ment which I think was a disgrace. I do
not sup1)os0 one should speak ill of the
dead, although I am not blaming those
gentlemen but rather the Government of
the day. I refer to the year 1949 when
two members of the Government-the pre-
sent member for South Perth and Mr.
Ieeslie-were about to leave this House to
go into Federal politics. This would have

Wc't the Government with only the vote
of an independent to keep it in office.

Naturally, the Government was striving
fo~r its preservation and with an election
coming up the following year one can
understand that it did not want to face
two by-elections. So to get the Parlia-
ment out of the way as quickly as possible,
what did the Government do? It did not
have an opening of Parliament in 1949:
it continued the 1948 session into 1949 and
P'bandoned completely the Address-in-
Reply. The Government wanted to close
down the Parliament as quickly as pos-
sible because two of its members intended
to leave it in the lurch, as it were, to

So it decided to abandon the Address-in-
Reply.

From my reading of the debate at the
time I find no explanation was given. The
Government simply said, "We will start the
session as though it is a continuation of the
1948 session" and that is exactly what hap-
pened. It did so in order to save its own
skin, without any thought of the demo-
cratic rights of members and-

Mr. Grayden: There was no alternative
then. The other night You simply stifled
debate.

Mr. DAVIES: -without any thought
of giving the Opposition of the day the
right of the usual debate on the Address-
in-Reply. In fact the Government said that
did not matter because the Opposition
could have its say on the Estimates. I sup-
Pose that is a reasonable excuse if one gives
that Government the benefit of the doubt.
The Opposition said, "We realise you are
doomed and we want to get the session
over as quickly as possible, so we will do
without the Address-in -Reply." But what
happened? After some debate on the Esti-
mates the Leader of the Government, then
Mra. Ross McLarty, stood up one night at
11.50 P.m. and said, "Righto, this is the
timetable for the Estimates" and chopped
Off the debate. In effect he said on a cer-
tain date at a certain time so much of the
Estimates would be completed, and by
another date the whole of the Estimates
would be concluded.

That is the type of treatment which was
meted out after the Government abandoned
the Address-in-Reply and told the Opposi-
tion it could discuss matters on the Esti-
mates. Yet some members now have the
hypocrisy to stand UP and criticise the re-
cent action of the present Premier. Obvi-
ously we are only tyros in Political man-
oeuvring when compared with previous
Liberal-Country Party Governments.

Sir Charles Court: You obviously have
taken no notice of the information we
gave you.

Mr. DAVIES: I am quoting a little of my
own research. On the 10th October, 1951,
this House was adjourned until the 16th
October, 1951. However, what happened in
the meantime? The Government of the day
-the same McLarty-watts Government-
prorogued Parliament and commenced a
new session apparently without telling the
Opposition what it intended to do. Memn-
bers of the Opposition arrived at Parlia-
ment House expecting a continuation of a
session after a normal adjournment, but
the session that was under way had been
completed, and during the six-day ad-
journment a new session Commenced,
simnly to meet the Government's own
Political ends. So I repeat that this Gov-
ernment, if we were to talk about political
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points, is only a tyro when we look at
some of the past actions of Liberal-
Country Party Governments in this State.

I thought the member for Swan may
have mentioned in the House this evening
that on two occasions he complained
vociferously during the felicitations that
are offered at the conclusion of every
session. He had to complain that the EBlIS
he had introduced into the House as a pri-
vate member, which were still on the notice
paper, were among the slaughtered inno-
cents, and that the Government of the day
did not have the decency to tell him it did
not intend to proceed with them. That is
the kind of treatment that has been me ted
out by Liberal-Country Party Governents
in the past.

If we care to look up the records we will
find that last week a great deal of hypocrisy
and humbug was practised by members of
the Opposition. Therefore I thought that
into the record should be written some of
the dealings and actions of the Liberal
Party Government--Or whatever its pol-
itical colour happened to be at that time-
in previous years.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Harman.

House adjourned at 10.32 p.m.

i11rghtfuiin (f~iluril
Wednesday, the 4th April, 19'73

The PRESIDENT (The I-on. L.' C.
Diver) took the Chair at 4.30 p.m., andi
read Prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: NINTH DAY
Motion, as amended

Debate resumed, from the 3rd
April. on the following motion by
The Hon. R. F. Claughton, as amend-
ed-

That the following address be
presented to His Excellency-

May it please Your Excell-
ency-We, the Members of
the Legislative Council of the
Parliament of Western Aus-
tralia in Parliament as-
sembled, beg to express our
loyalty to our Most Gracious
Sovereign and to thank Your
Excellency for the Speech you
have been Pleased to deliver
to Parliament.

However, this House is of
the opinion that the best in-
terests of the State and the
people would be better served
if the Government were to

concentrate on improving its
administration of the affairs
of the State, instead of en-
deavouring to denigrate the
Legislative Council (an in-
tegral part of the bicameral
system of Government in this
State) in an effort to cover up
its own shortcomings.

THE HON. L. D. ELLIOTT (North-East
Metropolitan) [4.36 P.M.]: Before address-
ing myself to the motion before the Chair
I would like to add a few remarks in
support of those already made by other
members in congratulating Mr. Dolan on
his appointment as Leader of the House
and Mr. Ron Thompson On his appoint-
ment as a Minister of the Crown.

I would also like to say how sorry I am
that, because of ill-health, Mr. Willesee was
forced to relinquish his portfolio and his
Position as Leader of the Government in
the Legislative Council. No-one appreciates
more than I do the kindness shown and
assistance given by Mr. Willesee. I was
Particularly appreciative because I am a
new and very green member. I wish him
well for the future.

I find myself in a rather difficult position
because I must speak to a motion which I
neither wholeheartedly support nor oppose.
Consequently with reservations I will sup-
port the motion.

I wish to speak firstly about consumer
Protection. People will stand Just so much
for so long, but when they finally realise
they are being exploited they will take
action to defend themselves. Just as the
working People of Australia found it neces-
sary many years ago to form themselves
into unions and seek legislative reforms to
protect their rights, so, too, are the con-
sumers now beginning to realise they
must marshal themselves into some kind
of Organisation and seek legislative pro-
tection against exploitation.

It is all very well for People to say
that no-one is forced to buy anything
and that people should carefully examine
the price, quality, and So on of commodi-
ties before they buy them. The average
shopper, Particularly the normal house-
wife who has several small children in tow,
has neither the time nor the skill to inves-
tigate everything she buys. A person would
have to be an expert in nutrition, chemical
analysis, motor mechanics, and mathe-
matics-just to mention a few-to under-
stand the ingredients, quality, and pric-
ing of goods, not to mention the psycho-
logical implications of advertising.

We have in this State an Organisation
called the Consumer Action Movement
which is very fortunate in having as its
Sc-rettqry an energetic p~rson who devotes
a great dcal of hrr time, i nn honorary
way, to fighting for consumner rights and
crndeavowing to educate people on their


